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“Where everyone matters and a successful future begins” 

come and meet us
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friends and family to visit York and the College to meet with our 
knowledgeable course leaders and explore our facilities. Here you will 
have the opportunity to find out about our available courses, funding, 
transport, accommodation guidance and learning support, all with 
the aim of helping you discover the best study options for you. 

Visit our website to find out the dates and times of our  
2018/19 Open Events.
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     You are looking at this prospectus because 
you or a friend or family member have ambitions 
to take your career to the next stage. And that is 
absolutely the right thing to do.       

But choosing the right place to study and spend 
the next few years of your life is not easy. You 
need to ensure you have chosen the right course, 
at the right place, with the right people that best 
suit your personal circumstances. You will also 
be looking for value for money and be keen to 
ensure that any loan you take out is spent wisely. 

Being able to live locally and study a degree 
course validated by some of the country’s top 
universities is absolutely the best option in the 
current climate.

So, this prospectus is designed to give you all the 
information you need on the higher education 
and professional study programmes available 
at York College, as well as a feel for what it is like 
to be a student here. Higher education is an 
important and expanding area of the College’s 
work and we are committed to continuing to 
widen the range of opportunities available. Our 
recent Silver award for our teaching standards 
(TEF) and our Ofsted ‘Outstanding’ judgement 
should give you confidence about the overall 
quality of teaching at York College. Also, following 
our higher education review, the Quality 
Assurance Agency for Higher Education (QAA) 
commended us for our quality of student learning 
opportunities and identified many other areas of 
good practice. 

The College is a vibrant community with high 
quality courses and a strong tradition in higher 
education. We have well developed links with 
the other higher education institutions and 
employers in York and we offer the opportunity 
to study in one of the UK’s most attractive cities. 
Please do not hesitate to contact us at the College 
anytime, we look forward to working with you to 
ensure you are successful, and supporting you to 
achieve your ambitions.

Dr Alison Birkinshaw, OBE
Principal and Chief Executive

welcome
“
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York College was originally founded 
in 1827 as the Mechanics’ Institute. 
Following a merger between York 
College of Further and Higher 
Education and York Sixth Form 
College in 1999, York College moved 
to a brand new ten acre site on the 
western edge of the city in 2007.
With a £60 million building housing 
first-class resources, York College 
is now one of York’s most modern 
and recognisable buildings, and 
students benefit considerably from 
some of the region’s finest learning 
facilities.

Our extensive range of higher 
education and professional study 
programmes offer a mixture of full 

and part-time courses, with higher 
education fees that are less than 
those charged by most universities.

We offer the highest standards for 
individual student achievement and 
provide an exceptional environment 
for teaching and learning, as 
evidenced in our Teaching 
Excellence Framework (TEF) Silver 
award and our last Ofsted report 
(December 2013) when we were 
awarded the ‘Outstanding’ Ofsted 
grade.

Every year, our higher education 
students are honoured at a 
prestigious ceremony held in  
York Minster, a truly fantastic 
occasion for all.

We Are 
York College 
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York 
College 
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top reasons 97%
of students say they enjoy the 
higher education (HE) college 
experience.

Graduate in 
York Minster
All our HE students have a 

graduation ceremony in the 
breath-taking York Minster 

surrounded by family and friends 
at the end of their course.

Our fees are lower than most 
universities, meaning you can 
complete your qualification with 
less debt without compromising 
on quality.

less 
debt

The HE student forum is run by 
students, for students, allowing 
them the chance to raise issues 
and have a voice. The group also 
run charity and social events 
throughout the year.

Student 
Forum

99%
of our 
students 
feel safe 
from harm.

top reasons
to study at york college

Our small class sizes mean 
students get more contact time 
with our expertly trained tutors 
and receive outstanding student 
support in and outside of class.

access 
to tutors

We have exclusive facilities for 
our degree-level students, such 
as our HE Hub for studying and 
socialising.

great
Facilities

Industry Links
Our strategic engagement 
with employers, who actively 
contribute to curriculum 
development and vocational 
courses, enhances our students’ 
employability.
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BURSARY 
SCHEME
We are committed to 
providing a bursary of 
£600 for all eligible higher 
education students.

Outstanding Ofsted rated York College ‘Outstanding’ (2013). 

York College is situated in one of the most beautiful, historic cities in 
the country with a bustling student culture.york city

More 
books per head
We have a great library of resources for our 
HE students, with more books per head than 
a university can offer.

94
% of our students 

feel that there 
are appropriate 
facilities and 
equipment to 
support their 
individual 
learning needs.

Established 

1827.

The Teaching Excellence 
Framework (TEF) has 
awarded York College a 
Silver quality standard, 
which means the College is 
amongst the highest rated 
in the region for Higher 
Education provision.

silver  
rated

The applied nature of our 
programmes lead to excellent 
employment opportunities for 
our graduates.

employment
opportunities

97.9% of part-time and 94.8% of full-time students 
progress onto employment or further study.DESTINATION

We’re committed to ensuring that our students have a good 
study/ life balance. We do this by ensuring that our courses 
are delivered over as few days as possible to give them the 
chance to maximise their spare time for part-time work or other 
commitments alongside achieving their qualification. 

STUDYING AND WORKING 
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student life
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Studying a Higher Education course at York College means you 
can still experience the best of what this vibrant and beautiful 

city has to offer, whilst benefitting from smaller classroom 
sizes, lower tuition fees and more tutor contact time! 
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student life  
& facilities

With over 650 Higher Education (HE) and 
Access students and 80 curriculum staff 
delivering our programmes at York College, 
you’ll be part of a vibrant and supportive 
community. Every year each higher 
education year group elects a representative 
to serve on the HE and Access Student 
Forum. This forum allows students to have 
their say on matters relating to the student 
experience in College, raise any concerns 
and help resolve any issues that arise.

A number of our HE courses are validated 
by local universities including York St John, 
and as part of this partnership, students 
studying these courses are invited to gain 
access to a variety of different events and 
services, including their Library, Student 
Union, Entertainment Programme and 
Sports and Societies! 

Join in with Freshers’ Week, celebrate your 
assignment hand in date with a drink in 
the SU Bar or socialise with new friends as 
a member of their societies which include; 
cheer leading, mountaineering, linguistics, 
musical production, LGBTQ+ and so much 
more!

XTRA-CURRICULAR 
On-site we have a dedicated team who 
provide a varied programme of activities 
for students to get involved in throughout 
the year including;  Debating Society, 
Photography, Language Club, Badminton, 
Yoga, Football, Fitness suite sessions, 
Choir, Rock Band, volunteering, work and 

community placements, Christian Union, 
LGBTQ+ and many more. These activities 
may vary from year to year according to 
student demand and the team is always on 
the lookout for new opportunities. 

LEARNING FACILITIES:
HE HUB
An area solely for our HE students to relax 
and study, this ensures that you have your 
own space in which to work and socialise, so 
your differing needs as a mature and  
higher-level student are met.

LEARNING CENTRE
Based over three floors and equipped 
with the latest books and technology, the 
Learning Centre is the perfect place to 
do research for a piece of work whilst on 
campus.

COURSE-SPECIFIC AREAS
There are various course-specific facilities, 
including: 
• Engineering workshops 
• Science laboratories 
• Apple Mac suites 
• Photography studio 
• Sewing rooms 
• Printing rooms 
• 3D craft workshops 
• Computer suites 
• Fashion resources 
• Art and design workshops



15

From early in the morning, the College is a 
vibrant and busy community hub offering 
the following on-site facilities;

• The Alan Ayckbourn Theatre  
• Ashfields restaurant  
• Duets cafés and shop  
• Hair and beauty salons  
• Nail bar  
• 3G sports pitch  
• Sports therapy clinic 
• Basketball courts  
• Gym 

facilities
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Accommodation

When most students think of 
‘student accommodation’ they 
think of halls of residence or living 
in a shared student house. At 
York College we do things a little 
differently. Although we do have 
the details of some private student 
accommodation providers, we also 
have a list of local landlords and 
letting agents that we can provide 
you with on request.

In these kinds of living 
arrangements, students have a 
private room but share most other 
facilities with the other students 
living in the house, including the 
living room, kitchen and sometimes 
bathroom. Students have shared 
responsibility for the property 

and any problems or defects can 
be discussed with the owner or 
estate agent. It is advisable to visit 
York to view available properties 
beforehand and reach an agreement 
on terms of the tenancy with 
the landlord. You should also ask 
the landlord or agent about the 
application process, because there 
is no standard procedure and it can 
vary. 

To receive the list of letting 
agencies in York who are known 
to have properties available for 
students, or for more information 
on accommodation, please email 
accommodation@yorkcollege.ac.uk 
or visit www.yorkcollege.ac.uk/
accommodation.
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OUR LOCATION
York College is situated on Sim Balk Lane, just off the A1036 in York, on the 
South-West border of the outer ring road. With easy access from a number 
of major motorways including the A64, A19, A1 and M62, it is in an ideal 
location for commuting to and from. 

BY RAIL
York benefits from direct rail links from a number of major UK cities 
including London, Manchester, Leeds, Newcastle and many more.
York train station is situated roughly two miles from the College, with a 
number of bus routes running between the station and the College.

BY BUS
We offer 14 different College bus routes, serving a number of villages and 
towns in the area for a subsidised fee. The York City Bus Station is situated on 
Rougier Street in the city centre. A number of bus routes either travel directly 
to the College or alternatively, stop just a few minutes’ walk away at the Tesco 
Extra on Tadcaster Road, York. 

BY CAR
York College is within comfortable driving distance of most regions in the 
UK. The College has limited parking spaces available on a ‘permit only’ basis. 
An annual permit costs £72 for a car and this allows you to park without 
further payment for one academic year.

BY BIKE
There are plenty of new 'safe cycle' lanes on main routes to the College.
There are cycle racks at the front of the College building and covered cycle 
storage in the rear car park. Spaces for mopeds and motorcycles are clearly 
marked on both levels of the car park. An annual permit costs £50 and this 
allows you to park without further payment for one academic year.

getting to 
york college
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Our higher education students have full access to our bus 
service. The buses pick up from various locations outside 
the city and drop you off outside the doors of York 
College. Bus routes are reviewed according to demand or 
traffic arrangements. Please check the website for further 
details, including the full timetable and prices.

college BUS ROUTES
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Please note not all served locations are 
on this map, only major stops shown.

2

3

4

7

5

6

8

10

9

12

11

13

1

14

FULFORD

NABURN

CAWOOD

WISTOW



yorkcollege.ac.uk20

YORK 
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A city perfectly 

placed at the heart 

of the UK.

Voted 
number 1 

best place to 
live in Britain!

The Times 2018
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discover york
York, a beautiful vibrant city which 
is famed for its rich heritage and 
stunning architecture, but is also very 
student-friendly. The real enjoyment 
of the Yorkshire capital comes from 
being a York student and having 
the opportunity to fully immerse 
yourself in the city’s cultural hub whilst 
making the most of the variety of 
opportunities the city has available. 
Set within the beautiful North 
Yorkshire countryside, York provides 
a great city lifestyle, while still being 
central enough for you to explore all 
that Yorkshire has to offer.

CITY LIFE
With its skyline dominated by York Minster, 
the largest gothic cathedral in Northern 
Europe, York’s old boundary is still guarded 
by its Roman walls, which are an impressive 
reminder of York’s role as the Roman 
Empire’s capital city outside of Rome. Rich 
heritage isn’t the only thing that this city has 
to offer, with York boasting a wide-range 
of specialist shops, boutiques, bars, events 
and attractions and York is also the UK’s first 
and only UNESCO City of Media Arts. It’s no 
wonder this vibrant city is one of Europe’s 
top destinations in which to study, live, work, 
visit and do business. Many of our students 
choose to remain in the city after their 
course has finished to enjoy the unrivalled 
quality of life here. 
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FOOD  
& DRINK
The city is packed with bars, cafés, 
nightclubs and restaurants, as well as 
famously having 365 pubs, one for every 
day of the year! The city is also proud to host 
the biggest Food and Drink Festival in Great 
Britain and is home to Nestlè, which often 
leaves the city smelling of sweet chocolate. 
Living in York will mean you will never be 
stuck for places to eat, drink or socialise.  

ARTS & 
CULTURE
York has more to offer than just history, 
with countless entertainment and 
leisure facilities including two theatres, a 
racecourse, multiple art galleries, festivals 
and live music venues; the city regularly 
welcomes some of the top names in the 
world of comedy and music.

THE GREAT 
OUTDOORS 
Experience Yorkshire’s stunning scenery by 
making York your home. Towards the north, 
you’ll discover the North Yorkshire Moors 
with their dramatic brooding landscape of 
rocks and purple heather, and to the east 
there’s the rugged Yorkshire coastline with 
its picturesque coastal retreats, such as 
Scarborough, Filey and the infamous town 
of Whitby, where Bram Stoker found some 
of his inspiration for ‘Dracula’.

To the west of York, you’ll find the peaceful 
rolling meadows of the Yorkshire Dales, 
which have provided inspiration for writers 
such as the Brontë sisters and James Herriot, 
while in contrast, South Yorkshire boasts 
a fascinating glimpse into the region’s 
industrial heritage.
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FRIENDS 
AND FAMILY 
VISITING?
York has you covered. When your 
family and friends visit you won’t be 
short of things to do and see, with 
this city offering more attractions 
per square mile than any other city 
destination in the UK. Not only does 
York have a varied calendar of festivals 
and events, throughout the year it is 
also home to some top attractions 
including; Jorvik Viking Centre, York 
Castle Museum, Clifford’s Tower, York 
Minster, National Railway Museum, 
York Art Gallery, Yorkshire Museum, 
The York Dungeon, City Cruises, York’s 
Chocolate Story and a Wildlife Park.

WE’RE  
CONNECTED
With excellent rail and bus links 
to cities across the UK, York is well 
connected. The city is located at the 
heart of the UK and is approximately 
half way between London and 
Edinburgh. Other cities easily 
accessible include Leeds, Sheffield, 
Manchester and Newcastle.
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celebrate
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Graduating in the wonderful surroundings of  

York Minster is a fabulous way to celebrate your hard 

work and dedication with your proud family and friends.
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graduation

Graduation is always a fantastic occasion to see our 
students sharing their success with the family and friends 
who have supported them during their studies. It is 
certainly a memorable occasion for all involved and reflects 
everyone’s desire to celebrate the achievements of those 
completing their higher education studies at York College.



Each year we celebrate the success of our higher 
education students at a graduation ceremony held in 
the heart of York, at the magnificent York Minster. After 
more than 20 years of development and expansion of 
higher education at York College we are always proud 
and amazed at what our students have achieved. Many 
have completed their studies alongside very demanding 
jobs, family pressures and health problems, in addition to 
everyday trials and tribulations.
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alumni spotlight
We’re proud of our alumni and rightfully so. Many of them have gone on to do incredible things.  
At York College, it is so important to us that we remain connected to our graduates once they have left 
us, to find out where life takes them after their higher education studies. Many of our graduates go into 
work, head to university for postgraduate study, or make inspirational changes in the community. On 
these pages you can read about some of our recent alumni who have used the skills and qualifications 
they gained at York College to build a career and achieve their dreams.

Madison Croft, FREELANCE Media Make-up, 
Special effects and Hair Design artist
       Growing up watching productions such as Mrs Doubtfire, Pirates of the Caribbean 
and Doctor Who started my interest in special effects and prosthetics, but I still never 
thought I would grow up to be working on film sets myself. I’ve just wrapped on a film 
with Dr Who star, Jimmy Vee, who I grew up watching... it’s all very surreal.

Without the education I received at York College, my career in this industry would 
have never begun. The FD Media Make-up, Special Effects and Hair Design course 
consisted of some invaluable work experience modules, which was such a crucial 
part of showing me how to network and meet the people who played an important 
part in aiding my career so far. I cannot stress enough the importance of networking, 
I took every work experience opportunity possible and treated them like a real job. 
You never know just who you might be working with and how successful they will 
become in the future.

Above all, I really appreciated the time the tutors had for me. No issue seemed too big 
and no problem was unsolvable. The tutors constantly shared their knowledge and 
experience with the class, giving us tips and tricks they have picked up along the way.

Also I recently won a prestigious award for Best Hair, Make-up and Body Design for 
the film ‘Trainset’, at the International Filmmaker Festival of World Cinema, London.

Stephanie Goodhand,  
FREELANCE DESIGNER AT MLA LTD.
       The skills I gained during my time on the BA (Hons) Fashion Design and 
Product Innovation course has enabled me to secure employment and progress 
quickly, I am currently working as a freelance designer for MLA Ltd. 

Since graduating, I have also been lucky enough to run my own successful 
business; designing and creating a range of children’s clothing and running a 
series of popular sewing workshops. Without the support and guidance of my 
tutors at College, I wouldn’t have been in a position to pursue a career within the 
design industry, let alone start my own boutique. I thoroughly enjoyed the whole 
experience at York College, the tutors were amazing and the learning environment 
was a great place to be with access to good amenities.   
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Michael Wilson,  
PRODUCT TECHNOLOGY AT NESTLE
        Having originally studied Level 3 Electrical and Mechanical Engineering at 
York College, I was encouraged by my tutors to apply for a Nestlé Engineering 
Apprenticeship; which I managed to get a place on out of hundreds of applicants. 
I then went on to study HNC in Engineering again at York College, and completed 
my Apprenticeship with outstanding results! During this time, I was also working as 
a fitter electrician within the central maintenance team at Nestlé York. 

At the end of my apprenticeship and HNC I had the opportunity to move into 
the Product Technology Centre at Nestlé, which many feel is the pinnacle of any 
career at the company. I have had the opportunity to help Nestlé factories around 
the world by being at the heart of research and development, using my skills 
to develop state of the technologies in all the latest advanced food and drink 
manufacturing techniques. I can’t thank York College tutors enough for their 
encouragement and support.

‘

sophie allanby, COMMUNICATIONS  
EXECUTIVE AT CASTLE HOWARD
        York College gave me the opportunity to study the BA (Hons) Business degree 
on a part-time basis. This was so important as it meant I was able to keep my  
full-time employment position, allowing my knowledge to grow both practically 
and academically.

My favourite module of the BA was the Marketing module, it helped that I 
had a really inspiring tutor who was able to explain things using her industry 
background. Even as a part-time student, there was a great team of support 
around you. You could contact the tutors from home and they’d be more than 
happy to email back and forth until you understood something. They were also 
very passionate about their subject.

Michael Strachan,  
JUNIOR .NET DEVELOPER AT TRAILIGHT
       During my time at York College I gained the skills necessary to be able 
to understand new technologies and apply them to my current job role as a 
Junior .Net Developer for Trailight. Realising where my strengths and areas for 
improvement were helped me to effectively apply myself to my studies, eventually 
resulting in employment in my chosen field.

Prior to starting the Foundation Degree in Computing, I didn’t know fully what my 
career goals were. The course was a personal interest initially, which developed into 
something I knew I would enjoy doing every day. It also gave me a wide range of 
career choices, which in the world of computing where there are a vast variety of 
roles available, gave me options that I may not have had from other courses. 

The time and support that was given by tutors was imperative to improving my 
knowledge. They would always be open to questions and look to give us the context 
and application of the work in real world terms, rather than just to pass  
the assignment.



our courses

On the following pages you will find our degree and higher-level course 
listing. For full course details and for the latest information, please visit 
our website www.yorkcollege.ac.uk. 

ART AND DESIGN

BA (Hons) Contemporary Craft

BA (Hons) Fashion Design and Product Innovation

BA (Hons) Graphic Arts

Foundation Diploma in Art and Design 

  36 - 37

38 - 39

40 - 41

42 - 43

CONSTRUCTION

HNC Construction and the Built Environment

HND Construction and the Built Environment 

52 - 53

52 - 53

BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL STUDIES

FD Leadership and Management

BA (Hons) Leadership and Management

46 - 47

48 - 49

EARLY YEARS AND EDUCATION

Certificate in Education (Cert. Ed)

Professional/ Postgraduate Certificate in Education (PGCE)

FD Children’s Development and Learning

BA (Hons) Leading Children’s Development and Learning

62 - 63

62 - 63

64 - 65

66 - 67

ENGINEERING

HNC Multi-skill General Engineering

HND Multi-skill General Engineering

70 - 71

70 - 71

HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE

HNC Healthcare Practice

HND Healthcare Practice

74 - 75

74 - 75

DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES

FD Computer Systems, Design and Solutions

HNC Creative Media Production - Game Development

HND Creative Media Production - Game Development

56 - 57

58 - 59

58 - 59
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AS & A LEVELS EXTENDED DIPLOMA DIPLOMA ACCESS TO HIGHER 
EDUCATION DIPLOMA

BACHELORS 
DEGREE
BA, BSc

CERTIFICATE OF 
HIGHER EDUCATION

FOUNDATION 
DEGREE

FD

DEGREE WITH 
HONOURS BA (Hons)

HIGHER NATIONAL 
CERTIFICATE

DIPLOMA OF 
HIGHER EDUCATION

HIGHER NATIONAL 
DIPLOMA

MASTERS
MA, MSc, MBA

POSTGRAD
DIPLOMA

POSTGRAD
CERTIFICATE

DOCTORATE
PhD

LE
V

EL
 3

LE
V

EL
 4

LE
V

EL
 5

LE
V

EL
 6

LE
V

EL
 7

LE
V

EL
 8

BA/BSc TOP-UP

MEDIA MAKE-UP

FD Media Make-up, Special Effects and Hair Design

BA (Hons) Media Make-up, Special Effects and Hair Design

78 - 79

80 - 81

PUBLIC SERVICES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES

FD Applied Social Sciences (Public Sector)

BA (Hons) Public Sector Leadership and Management

84 - 85

86 - 87

SCIENCE

HNC Biological Sciences in Industry

HND Biological Sciences in Industry

90 - 91

90 - 91

SPORTS THERAPY

FD Sports Therapy

BSc (Hons) Sports Therapy

94 - 95

96 - 97

We hope that you find a course to suit your needs within our prospectus. 
For further information on the types of higher education courses we offer 
and course structures for full-time or part-time study, please email  
info@yorkcollege.ac.uk or call 01904 770770.

LEVELS OF STUDY
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The course has given me a lot of 

drive – we’re always focusing on the 

next thing; there’s always room to 

develop and grow which is the most 

important aspect of art and design.

BA (Hons) Fashion Design and Product Innovation student 
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art & design

Join our most vibrant department where we will 
encourage your creativity and imagination whilst 
developing the technical skills required to build a 
successful career in the creative industries.

Our Art and Design courses are fortunate to be 
led by industry experts in their field, who come 
from a variety of specialist areas. Take on one of 
our courses to become part of an industry which 
generates £91.8 billion* a year for the UK economy.

Courses Offered
• BA (Hons) Contemporary Craft 
• BA (Hons) Fashion Design and Product Innovation 
• BA (Hons) Graphic Arts 
• Foundation Diploma in Art and Design

Facilities 
Our Art and Design department is home to an array of 
specialist facilities including; a design studio with pattern 
cutting tables, Apple Mac suites, pattern CAD room with a 
Gerber system for digital pattern generation, specialised 
classrooms, machine room with industrial sewing machines 
and presses, print room, art gallery space, photography 
studios and a range of workshops; metal, wood, jewellery, 
ceramic, glass and forge that can all be utilised.

We’re Connected
We’re particularly proud of our strong links and contacts 
within the industry and regularly invite professionals from 
regional and national consultancies to engage with the 
students by setting live projects, portfolio workshops and 
delivering visual presentations. Industry links include; York 
Museums Trust, Fashion City York, Merchant Taylors, MLA Ltd 
and York Open Studios.

[*source: www.thecreativeindustries.co.uk]
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• Purpose, use and function 
• Thinking as doing 
• Ideologies and methods of 
  making 
• Contextual integration 

• Thinking through craft 
• The medium and the 
  message 
• Production and resolution 
• Self-initiated project X 
• Exhibition practice

Course themes

ba (hons) 
Contemporary  
craft

Validated by 
York St John 
University

Three years - 
full-time 
Six years -  
part-time

September 2019

Standard 
entry: 48 UCAS 
Tariff points. 

Applicants who have 
relevant experience and 
skills will be considered.

W700

Overview
This programme is broad in its scope and offers the opportunity 
to work in art, craft or design based areas. You will undertake a 
variety of live projects and collaborate with external partners 
within the City of York and the surrounding area. You will gain 
work experience in your chosen field and a unique opportunity 
to build good links with local companies and see the work 
that they do on a daily basis. Working in a range of materials is 
encouraged, as a breadth of experience is invaluable in developing 
students’ aptitudes for making comparisons between different 
forms and functions, and for informing and enriching the work in 
contemporary craft.

The course is essentially studio based in the belief that 
successful craft makers need studio time to develop and finesse 
their skills. One of our unique selling points is the integrated 
use of the workshops, enabling students to work across and 
combine a wide range of materials and processes. 
The course is flexible and you can choose your specialism, 
allowing for ‘tailor-made learning’. Specialisms include:

Our approach

• Ceramics 
• Wood 
• Metal 
• Textiles 

• Jewellery 
• Silversmith 
• Furniture 
• Interior design



yorkcollege.ac.uk 37

• Craftsperson 
• Technician 
• Silversmith 
• Furniture Designer 
• Ceramicist 
• Textile Artist 
• Curator 
• Jewellery Designer 
• Art Buyer 
• Stylist

Career progression

37

Did you know?  
Every student has the opportunity to take part 

in local and national exhibitions, giving them 
essential experience that informs their practical 

work and business acumen.

• Critical and strategic thinking 
• Creativity and design 
• Time management 
• Research skills 
• Information management 
• Presentation skills 
• Marketing for self-employment 
• Business acumen 
• Project management

Skills you will learn

Your Future
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• Fashion presentation    
• Commercial viability      
• Design proposal 
• Design collaboration     
• Fashion translation       

• Branded product 
  development 
• Product innovation        
• Product development 
• Creative journal                             
• Major design project

Course themes

ba (hons) fashion 
design & product 
innovation

Validated by 
York St John 
University

Three years -  
full-time

September 2019

Standard 
entry: 48 UCAS 
Tariff points. 

Applicants who have 
relevant experience and 
skills will also be considered.

2A5T

Overview
Our BA (Hons) Fashion Design and Product Innovation course 
provides students with an opportunity to develop both the 
practical skills and knowledge required by today’s fashion industry.

As manufacturing sees a return to the UK, we are in a climate in 
need of creative, technically biased designers and pattern cutters. 
At York College we ensure that our students leave us work-ready 
for industry.

Throughout the course students partake in regular external visits, 
residential trips, competitions and collaborative projects with 
industry partners, all of which supplement module delivery, while 
encouraging a working atmosphere appropriate to the level of 
study and reflecting industry practice.

A wide range of teaching and learning strategies are employed 
across the programme. Tutor-led demonstrations are delivered 
in studio and workshop spaces whilst group collaboration and 
seminars provide opportunities for discussion and debate. 
Independent learning is actively encouraged to ensure you 
achieve the module learning outcomes as effectively as possible. 
One-to-one feedback within timetabled studio sessions is ongoing. 
Studio design practice is delivered parallel to workshop activity to 
facilitate creative garment design, development and production. 

Our approach
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• Clothing Designer 
• Fashion Buyer 
• Garment Technologist 
• Pattern Cutter 
• Machinist 
• Quality Assurance 
• New Start-up Business 
• Fashion Journalist

Career progression

39

Did you know?  
In your third year you will design and 

manufacture a final collection of garments that 
you will present on the runway in the end of year 

fashion show.

• Fashion design 
• Garment manufacture 
• Visual and verbal communication 
• Problem solving techniques 
• Understanding of current industry practice 
• Context of social and cultural issues 
• Analytical response 
• Interpreting a brief

Skills you will learn

Your Future
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• Idea generation 
• Typography 
• Promotional graphics 
• Photography 
• Web and interactive design 
• Professional practice 
• 3D Package design 
• Branding and identity 
• Editorial design and bookmaking 
• Digital media and computer software

Course themes

ba (hons) 
graphic arts

Validated by 
York St John 
University

Three years - 
full-time

September 2019

Standard 
entry: 48 UCAS 
Tariff points. 

Applicants who have 
relevant experience and 
skills will be considered.

W210

Overview
This course provides a studio and workshop atmosphere 
where the skills and disciplines of graphic design can be 
fully explored. This is supported by state-of-the-art teaching 
facilities including specialised classrooms, workshops, a 
printing room, photography studios and Apple Mac suites to 
ensure you get the finest experience. 

The programme will encourage the creativity, imagination 
and technical skills required to build a successful career in 
the creative industries. It will introduce you to the role of 
the contemporary graphic artist and will encourage you to 
develop innovative and original ideas, while working with a 
range of processes and formats in response to the demands 
of the professional industry. 

The programme is delivered in the design studios and 
workshops, where you will learn a wide range of design skills 
through practical project based activity. This is supported 
by lectures, seminars, tutorials and independent studio 
practice. You will also take part in field trips to exhibitions, 
design conferences and cultural centres, as an exciting and 
memorable way to put knowledge into context.

Our approach
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• Graphic Designer 
• Illustrator 
• Web Designer 
• Editorial Designer 
• Publisher 
• Branding Manager 
• Advertising Executive 
• Packaging Designer

Career progression

41

Did you know?  
You will be given the opportunity to take part 
in international design competitions and live 

projects, as well as visits by practising designers 
and artists.

• Digital design 
• Creative thinking 
• Visual and verbal communication 
• Understanding of the creative, social and 
  ethical context of visual communication 
• Critical thinking 
• Analytical response 
• Conceptual and theoretical methods of 
  design

Skills you will learn

Your Future
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Foundation 
Diploma in
Art & Design

Validated by 
York College

One year - 
full-time

September 2019

Standard 
entry: Level 3 
qualification 

in a relevant subject or 
minimum of one A Level 
and 6 GCSE’s at grade C/4 
or above.

Overview
This exciting course is delivered in three distinctive stages: 
Exploratory, Pathway and Confirmatory. The first term is 
mainly diagnostic in which students experience a number 
of different art and design areas. After the first term you will 
choose a specialism from areas such as: Fine Art, Fashion 
and Textiles, Graphic Design and Illustration, or Three 
Dimensional Design which you will study in much greater 
depth leading towards a celebratory exhibition at the end of 
the year. The course will link skills already acquired with ideas 
and challenges which will extend your critical independence 
and raise standards to achieve progression to higher 
education or a career in the creative industries.

The course delivery utilises studio and workshop spaces 
to allow you to work across a wide range of materials and 
processes, often supported by tutor-led demonstrations to 
ensure the development of a range of useful and impressive 
skills. Throughout the programme visits to galleries, 
workshops, museums, exhibitions and places of specific 
interest in and outside the UK are organised to extend 
awareness of the wide range of contemporary creative 
opportunities as well as supporting the contextual studies 
programme, which is an integral part of the Diploma.

Our approach

Course themes
After completion of your introductory projects, you’ll decide on 
one of four specialisms, so that your project work can become 
more focused on your particular strengths and interests: 

• Fine Art 
• Fashion and Textiles 

• 3D Design 
• Visual Communication
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You will work with specialist tutors 
throughout your course to help you 
focus on your strengths and to develop 
an individual and focused portfolio 
of work. A wide range of progression 
opportunities are achieved to degree 
courses throughout the country to study 
subjects such as fashion, textiles, fine art, 
illustration, photography, graphic design 
and 3D design.

progression

43

Did you know?  
Students are invited to attend a week long 

educational trip to Barcelona, taking in the city’s 
major exhibitions, galleries, architecture and culture.

• Design 
• Flexibility 
• Attention to detail 
• Communication 
• Interpreting a brief 
• Resilience 
• Adaptability to different projects 
• Productivity 
• Resourcefulness

Skills you will learn

Your Future
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This course helped me pursue 

my dream of being a product 

designer with my own company. 

I have just been accepted onto a 

new business TV show for my first 

product, the ‘Practi Towel’.

FD Leadership and Management student
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Business & 
professional 
studies

Develop your business knowledge and skills by 
studying Leadership and Management with us. 
These courses will support you to expand your 
knowledge and understanding of contemporary 
leadership and management concepts, including 
strategic aspects. 

Work with our dedicated tutors who are available 
to support you whenever you need it. The tutors 
have a wide range of industry experience and 
have gained crucial links and contacts with large 
national organisations and key public sector 
institutions, giving you exceptional tutor support 
and the opportunity to gain new networking 
contacts.

Courses Offered
• Foundation Degree (FD) Leadership and Management 
• BA (Hons) Leadership and Management

Facilities
Designated classrooms, alongside access to College wide 
facilities such as the Learning Centre, study hubs, computer 
areas with accompanying multi-function printers and 
helpdesk advice.

We’re connected
Our tutors have a range of industry experience and an 
array of industry links and contacts, with large national 
organisations and key public sector institutions. These 
include banking, retailing, project management, marketing, 
import/export shipping and human resources, which will 
enhance your experience and build your awareness of 
commercial practises.
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Foundation Degree 
(FD) leadership 
& management

Validated by 
York St John 
University

Two years - 
full-time 
Four years - 
part-time

September 2019

Standard 
entry: 48 UCAS 
Tariff points. 

Applicants who have 
relevant experience and 
skills will be considered.

NN12

Overview
This programme is designed to deliver key theoretical 
concepts and practical situations, with a strong theme of 
employability, as well as teaching and learning strategies 
to develop vital employability skills which will allow you to 
succeed in professional situations. You will develop your 
knowledge and skills for contemporary organisations, with 
flexible delivery options to suit your needs, whilst working 
with dedicated tutors who are available to support you 
whenever you need it. Our option to study this course  
part-time also means that students are able to continue 
working whilst studying, gaining valuable real-world 
experience.

Work related learning is integrated throughout the 
programme through specific activities and business 
scenarios. If you are a student in employment or in an 
apprenticeship, you will be able to use your own workplace 
as a reference point for the completion of assessments. 
Support with real-world case studies will also be provided to 
ensure that your practical experience remains relevant to the 
current industry climate.

Our approach

• Workforce planning 
• Contemporary issues in leadership and management 
• Decision making for business 
• Managing change and innovation 
• People and processes 
• Managing financial resources 
• Understanding the business environment 
• Marketing and strategical thinking

Course themes
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Successful completion of the FD 
Leadership and Management will 
enable you to enrol on to the BA (Hons) 
Leadership and Management to convert 
your qualification in to a full honours 
degree. 

progression

• Adapting to the business environment 
• Decision making 
• Learning and development in practice 
• Organisational skills 
• Leadership 
• Understanding of marketing  
• Business data analysis 
• Time management

Skills you will learn

Your Future

Did you know?  
Previous students have set up their own 

successful businesses and enterprise activities 
such as, event planning and catering. 
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ba (hons)
leadership & 
management 

Validated by 
York St John 
University

One year - 
full-time 
18 months - 
part-time

September 2019

Standard entry: 
Completion 
of a relevant 

Foundation Degree/
qualification.

N201

Overview
This programme is a top-up course to convert an existing 
Foundation Degree in Leadership and Management or 
relevant subject in to a full BA (Hons) degree. Knowledgeable 
and dedicated tutors will support you to expand your 
knowledge and understanding of contemporary leadership 
and management concepts, including strategic aspects. 
The content of the programme is applicable to all business 
organisations, with a strong focus on the continued 
development of leadership and management skills and the 
application of these in the workplace.

This course offers flexibility, in terms of both delivery and 
content. The programme is delivered in blocks so that you 
are able to commit to employment whilst studying. The 
core content will be delivered in a single day per week 
with additional time for supported learning, research and 
preparation for the dissertation. The modules include 
flexibility to allow for in-depth investigation of the 
contemporary environment in which business organisations 
operate, allowing you to explore areas of specific interest.

Our approach

• Responsible leadership 
• Application of theoretical  
  approaches 
• Diverse leadership 
• Ethics 

• Sustainability  
• Professional practice 
• Business environments 
• Project management

Course themes
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• Business Analyst 
• Marketing Manager 
• Project Manager 
• Officer Manager 
• Training and Development Officer 
• Management Consultant 
• Human Resources Co-ordinator

Career progression

Did you know?  
We offer professional accounting qualifications 

(AAT) from Levels 2 to 4 in addition to an array of 
other professional short courses that you could 

undertake alongside your degree.

• Negotiation 
• Communication 
• Collaborative workings 
• Critical thinking 
• Presentation skills 
• Delegation  
• Cross-cultural expertise

Skills you will learn

Your Future
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It was a great place to learn 

with all the facilities to 

hand, giving me a better 

understanding and knowledge 

of my industry. It was the best 

thing I have ever done.

HNC Construction and the  
Built Environment student 
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construction

Build your future with our industry recognised 
qualifications for trainees and practising building 
professionals.

These courses will allow you to train with some of 
the finest tutors in the area, in some of the region’s 
best teaching facilities, with the programme 
structured to enable you to train while you work. 
The Construction department is staffed by a 
dedicated team with a huge range of industry 
experience including site managers, chartered 
surveyors and members of the Charted Institute of 
Building (CIOB).

Courses Offered
• Higher National Certificate Construction and the Built 
  Environment 
• Higher National Diploma Construction and the Built 
  Environment

Facilities 
Our Construction Skills Centre is a purpose built facility 
accommodating brickwork, joinery and plastering. The Centre 
contains two large workshop spaces, changing facilities, 
classrooms and IT suites.

We’re Connected
The Construction department are proud to work with many 
local and national companies for their training, meaning it 
will meet your needs and those of the construction industry 
at a time when there is a skills shortage in this area. Many 
of our students have become full members of professional 
bodies such as the Chartered Institute of Architectural 
Technologists, Royal Institute of Chartered Surveyors and 
Chartered Institute of Building.
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• Individual project 
• Construction technology 
• Science and materials 
• Construction practice and 
  management 
• Principles of refurbishment 

• Legal and statutory 
  responsibilities in construction 
• Construction information 
  (drawing, detailing, 
  specification) 
• Surveying, measuring and 
  setting out

Course themes

Validated by 
Pearson

HNC: 18 
months’ day 

September 2019

Standard 
entry: Level 3 
qualification in a 

relevant subject or A Levels.

O22K

release attendance (three 
semesters, each semester 
18 weeks duration).

HND (top-up): 18 months’ 
day release attendance 
(three semesters, each 
semester 18 weeks 
duration).

HNC & HND 
Construction & the 
Built Environment
Overview
These courses are 18-month, part-time day release courses 
for people employed in the Construction industry. It is also 
appropriate for people with a more varied profile of achievement 
such as those with extensive work experience or those with a 
range of qualifications that are related to their work sector.

The units comprising the qualification are designed to meet the 
skill needs of the sector and the specialist units allow coverage of 
the full range of employment within the sector. We make full use of 
the choice of units available to ensure they meet the skill needs of 
employers and students.

New material is introduced through lectures, tutorials and practical 
sessions. You will also engage with learning materials via the 
Blackboard Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) as a means of 
student support.

Case study and problem solving activities allow you to deepen 
your understanding in a real work environment. You are closely 
supported and monitored by module leaders and the course team 
to ensure the required skills are developed.  

Students already in appropriate work will use their experience 
of the workplace to reinforce their learning and to see how 
theoretical learning can be applied in a practical role.

Our approach
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HNC: Successful completion of the HNC 
Construction and The Built Environment 
will enable you to enrol on the HND 
Construction and The Built Environment.

HND: 
• Quantity Surveyor   
• Estimator 
• Architectural Technician 
• Site Manager  
• Building Surveyor 
• Project Manager  
• Land Surveyor 
• Assistant Planner

Progression onto a full-time or part-time 
degree is possible from either the HNC 
or HND, depending on your final grade 
outcomes.

53

Did you know?  
A number of relevant professional bodies 
all recognise the HNC/HND Construction 

and The Built Environment and its unit 
structure as qualifications that contribute 

towards their entry requirements. 

Career progression

• Design principles and application 
• Problem solving  
• Understanding of a development brief 
• Critical reflection 
• Communication with colleagues and 
  partners 
• Working in a team 
• Understanding of the technical aspects of 
  construction 
• Invaluable industry insight 
• Advanced CAD

Skills you will learn

Your Future
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Everything else I’ve done 

was just a job, but this is 

something I find exciting and 

feel passionate about. I really 

do see myself working in the 

industry following this course.

FD Computer Systems, Design and Solutions student
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digital  
technologies

Join a growing industry and become a pioneer of 
the UK’s digital economy with one of our Digital 
Technologies courses. York is currently the only city in 
the North of England to make it on to a top-ten-list of 
towns and cities that are expected to dominate the UK’s 
tech scene in the future. It has also been listed as one of 
five cited as having the potential to be a ‘Digital Super 
Town’ in a report by Vodafone*. York requires skilled 
workers, this could be you.

Our courses are taught by highly trained professional 
academics, many of whom have extensive industry 
experience. We remain at the forefront of digital 
technology and will equip you with relevant skills and 
knowledge required to work within an industry who’s 
growth has increased by £30 billion** in just five years.

Courses Offered
• Foundation Degree (FD) Computer Systems, Design and 
  Solutions 
• Higher National Certificate (HNC) Creative Media Production 
  - Game Development 
• Higher National Diploma (HND) Creative Media Production 
  - Game Development

Facilities 
These courses use dedicated teaching rooms with all of the 
relevant software, Arduino development kits, laptops (for the 
networking lab) and dedicated servers.

We’re Connected
During these courses we welcome guest speakers and work alongside 
a number of local employers including; Software Box Ltd and City of 
York Council. Students are also encouraged to attend professional 
networking events throughout the duration of their course. 

 [*Source: www.york.gov.uk & **Source: www.technation.techcityuk.com]
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• Systems analysis 
  (Agile, MS SQL) 
• Fundamentals of computer 
  technologies (Arduino) 
• Dynamic web 
  development (HTML, CSS 
  and PHP) 
• Project management 
  (PRINCE2) 

• Database design (MySQL) 
• OO programming (C# and 
  Java) 
• Personal development 
• Multimedia technologies 
  (Adobe) 
• Network administration  
  (Ms Active Directory)

Course themes

foundation degree 
(FD) Computer 
systems, design  
& solutions

Validated by 
York St John 
University

Two years -  
full-time 
Four years -  
part-time

September 2019

Standard entry: 
48 UCAS Tariff 
points

GCSE Maths at grade C/4 or 
above. Applicants who have 
relevant experience and 
skills will be considered.

GN5C

Overview
The programme covers a wide range of core subjects and 
personal development skills in year one, before broadening 
out with a range of specialist subjects in year two. You 
will learn all the skills required for a successful career in a 
multitude of roles within the Digital Technologies sector. 
At the heart of the department is an emphasis on teaching 
professional practices which will enable you to produce 
industry standard software and interfaces.

The course is delivered in a dedicated classroom with 
specialist software, Arduino development kits and a network 
“lab” set-up with dedicated servers, involving lots of practical, 
hands-on activity supported by open workshop sessions 
(staffed by course tutors). You will welcome speakers from 
industry, attend professional networking events, open 
lectures and in the second year you will manage a live 
project for a real client.

Our approach
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• Web Designer 
• Software Developer 
• Database Administrator 
• Network Administrator 
• Project Manager 
• Further Education Tutor 
• IT Support Technician 
• IT Systems Analyst 
• IT Consultant 
• Application Analyst

Progression onto a full-time or  
part-time top-up degree is possible from 
this course, depending on your final grade 
outcomes.

Career progression

57

Did you know?  
In year two (year four part-time) 

you’ll be automatically enrolled as 
a student member of the British 

Computer Society (BCS), providing 
you with valuable networking and 

career support opportunities.

• Analysis and design 
• Project management 
• Programming 
• Web development 
• Team working 
• Career development 
• Professional networking 
• Problem solving and software modelling 
• Time management

Skills you will learn

Your Future
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• Individual project 
• Creative media industry 
• Professional practice 
• Game development practices 

• Games in context 
• Game design 
• Game programming 
• Concept art development

Course themes

hnc & HND  
creative media 
production - game 
development

Validated by 
Pearson

One year - 
full-time

September 2019

Standard 
entry: Level 3 
qualification in a 

relevant subject or A Levels.

Overview
Creative Media Production - Game Development pathway, 
which includes educational as well as recreational gaming, is a 
growth area within the Digital Technologies sector that has been 
identified in the government’s strategy for the digital economy 
as a key area for development. The HNC and HND in Creative 
Media Production - Game Development will help you develop the 
relevant skills and understanding required for a successful career 
in the creative media industry. Delivering this course over two 
days per week, topics covered include; research and design and 
the creation of graphics, animation and 3D games engines.

These courses have been designed for students who are keen to 
develop the skills and knowledge required for a successful career 
in computer games development. Each unit is assessed through a 
series of assignment briefs that together build to a final portfolio 
of work. All assignment work will be assessed by the course tutors 
and collectively this will lead to a final grade.

Our approach

P3R6
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HNC: Successful completion of the Computer 
Games Development will enable you to enrol 
on the HND in Computer Games Development.

HND: 
• 2D Animator 
• Visual FX Artist 
• Games Developer 
• Graphic Designer 
• Illustrator 
• Web Designer 
• Multimedia Specialist 
• Computer Graphics Artist

Progression onto a full-time or part-time 
degree is possible from either the HNC or HND, 
depending on your final grade outcomes.

Career progression

59

Did you know?  
The HNC and HND have been 

designed to meet the needs and 
expectations of students aspiring 

to work in an international creative 
media production environment.

• Sector-specific practical skills 
• 2D/3D modelling 
• Presentation 
• Rendering and lighting 
• Industry knowledge 
• Visual communication 
• Character art and creativity 
• Game mechanics

Skills you will learn

Your Future
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PGCE student

Small class sizes, excellent 

facilities, fantastic 

support from staff and 

inspirational teaching.
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early years  
& education

You know that you have precious knowledge; all you 
need are the skills and qualifications required to make 
your contribution to the development of others. Our 
Early Years and Education courses are aimed at those 
wishing to pursue a career in the education sector; 
as a teacher or lecturer or to take on a role within the 
children’s workforce.  

Tutors will work with you in College to ensure that you 
are able to develop the skills and competencies you 
need to progress into a teaching or leadership role 
within your current or desired setting. This bespoke 
support ensures that our graduates achieve the 
highest possible standards in both their academic 
achievement and professional lives. 

Courses Offered
• Certificate in Education (CertEd) 
• Professional/ Postgraduate Certificate in Education (PGCE) 
• Foundation Degree (FD) Children’s Development and Learning 
• BA (Hons) Leading Children’s Development and Learning 

Facilities 
Designated classrooms, alongside access to College wide facilities 
such as the Learning Centre, study hubs, computer areas with 
accompanying multi-function printers and helpdesk advice.

We’re Connected
Our tutors have a range of sector experience and a wide range of 
industry links and contacts. Throughout these courses we welcome 
guest speakers and work alongside a number of local employers. 
What makes these courses great is learning alongside fellow 
students who are from an array of backgrounds within industry, 
resulting in idea sharing, best practice and lively discussions. 
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• Learning and assessment 
• Teaching your specialist 
  subject 
• Personal and professional 
  development 
• Reflection 
• Cognitive theory 
• Behavioural management 

• Lesson planning and 
  delivery - creativity and 
  innovation 
• Observations 
• Curriculum development 
• Pedogogical principles 
• Assessment methods 
• Policy and professional 
  issues

Course themes

cert.ed & pgce 
lifelong learning

Validated by 
University of 
Huddersfield

One year - 
full-time 
Two years - 
part-time

September 2019

Standard entry: 
Certificate 
in Education 

Applicants:  A Level 3 or 
above in the area that you 
teach and 3-5 years relevant 
work experience.

Overview
This course is ideal if you are wishing to teach in the post-
compulsory sector, which includes sixth form, further, higher 
and adult education, hospitals and the prison service, as 
well as community and youth services, uniformed services 
such as the military, private training providers and large 
organisations with their own training departments. 

During the course you will undertake project work, such as 
developing new course materials. Academic work includes 
critical examination of creativity in teaching, subject 
specialist related studies, quality assurance and professional 
issues. Both full and part-time students will learn all the 
fundamental skills of teaching, facilitation of learning and 
curriculum development. You will be able to take part in 
tutorials, gain masses of real teaching experience, hear from 
visiting speakers and attend conferences. 

You may already be teaching or have a placement arranged, 
but we can give some assistance towards finding a suitable 
placement; we aim to place all full time students, and 
part time students where possible, at York College for you 
to achieve 50 hours’ classroom experience per year. You 
will need to complete 100 hours teaching experience to 
complete the qualification.

Our approach

Professional and 
Postgraduate Certificate 
in Education applicants: 
A degree or equivalent and 
relevant work experience. 

X34X

All part-time applicants 
apply by completing a York 
College application form via 
the website.
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• Further Education Teacher 
• Higher Education Lecturer 
• Prison Instructor 
• Training Instructor 
• Education Officer  
• Private Tutor 
• Learning Mentor 
• Education Administrator 
• Careers Advisor 
• Training and Development Officer

Career progression
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Did you know?  
You will attend a specialist conference at the 

University of Huddersfield where you will meet 
with teachers in the same specialist subject from 

a variety of different institutions to share best 
practice and experiences. 

• Organisation 
• Time management 
• Presentation skills 
• Academic writing 
• Classroom management 
• Understanding behaviours 
• Flexibility of delivery 
• Interpersonal skills

Skills you will learn

Your Future
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• Understanding the wider 
  social and economic 
  environment 
• Relating management and 
  organisational theory to 
  practice 
• Communicating in an 
  effective and professional 
  manner

• Reflecting on own learning 
  and performance 
• Valuing inclusivity through 
  shared expertise 
• Understanding learning 
  and education theorists 
• Supporting children’s 
  learning 
• Academic skills 
• Health and wellbeing

Course themes

foundation degree 
(FD) children’s  
development   
& learning   

Validated by 
York St John 
University

Two years - 
full-time

September 2019

Standard entry: 
48 UCAS Tariff 
points. 

A satisfactory DBS, 2 years 
of relevant childcare 
experience. Applicants 
who have relevant 
experience and skills will be 
considered.

4T9B

Overview
Tutors on the Foundation Degree in Children’s Development 
and Learning will work with you to ensure that you are able 
to develop the skills and competencies you need to progress 
in your chosen career. This is a specialist programme aimed 
at those working, or seeking to work in roles associated with 
children aged 0 – 11 years in educational care settings and in 
primary schools.

The teaching, learning and assessments are designed to 
enable you to progress through the programme levels. 
Group and individual tasks, lectures and workshops will 
develop your understanding of academic writing and 
reflective practice at Level 4 and 5 while developing 
knowledge of learning and development with children.

Our approach
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Successful completion of the FD Children’s 
Development and Learning will enable 
you to enrol on the BA (Hons) Leading 
Children’s Development and Learning 
to convert your qualification in to a full 
honours degree.

progression

65

Did you know?  
The College maintains strong links with 
local and regional employers, ensuring 
students and staff are kept updated on 
current developments with the sector.

• Ability to explore, discuss and analyse 
  practice with regard to theory 
• Critically apply current theory 
• Communication skills 
• Recognise good practice 
• Practical work-related learning activities 
• Collaborative group work 
• Organisational and time management skills 
• Problem solving

Skills you will learn

Your Future
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• Child-centred education 
• Leading a multi-disciplinary 
  approach 
• Outdoor learning 
• Work-based project 
 

• Developing inclusive 
  environments 
• Early years policy and provisions 
• Multi-disciplinary working 
• Critical perspectives in 
  education

Course themes

ba (hons) leading 
children’s 
development and 
learning

Validated by 
York St John 
University

One year - 
full-time

September 2019

Standard entry: 
Completion 
of a relevant 

Foundation Degree/
qualification.  
Applicants who have 
relevant experience and 
skills will be considered.

X392

Overview
This programme is a top-up course to convert a relevant Foundation 
Degree into a full BA (Hons) degree.

The qualification delivers a wide range of knowledge and skills to 
enable you to gain and maintain employment within the education 
sector and related sectors. In addition, you will be developing 
core skills and understanding based on current practice in the 
education sector, and the leadership skills required to impact upon 
environments which support children’s learning and development. 
The course content will consider the education needs of children 
from birth to 11 years of age, and there is an expectation that you will 
have experience of, and access to children within this age range.

Teaching will take place mainly in the classroom, however, other 
practical environments such as outdoor settings and alternative 
educational environments will be experienced to broaden and 
develop your learning. The programme is normally taught on one 
afternoon and evening each week allowing for students to undertake 
study around existing work commitments. 

Our approach
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• Nursery Manager 
• Au Pair 
• Early Years Teacher 
• Youth Worker 
• Learning Mentor 
• Family Support Worker 
• Teaching Assistant 
• SEND Teacher

Career progression

67

Did you know?  
You will be taught by staff who are 

leading practitioners in the sector and 
with academic experience in a range  

of appropriate subject areas.

Skills you will learn

Your Future

• In-depth knowledge of the education sector 
• Communication skills with a variety of ages 
  and abilities 
• Motivational skills 
• Organisation 
• An awareness of the relationship between 
  practice and theory 
• The analytical skills to graduate as a 
  reflective practitioner 
• The ability to select, test and make 
  appropriate use of resources
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Studying the HNC helped me gain  

self-confidence and knowledge that I 

have been able to apply at my job  

since completing the course. The 

facilities were of a high quality and the 

tutors had an abundance of knowledge.

HNC Engineering student
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engineering

Our higher-level Engineering courses will give you 
sector-related emphasis on practical skills development, 
alongside the expansion of requisite knowledge and 
understanding required to successfully undertake a role 
in the engineering industry.

As the global economy evolves, engineering and 
technology will play an ever more vital role in driving 
our economy, creating employment, building the 
essential infrastructure to compete in the modern 
world, and enabling a higher quality of life for all. The 
Engineering department staff are dedicated to ensure 
you receive the support you need, including one-on-
one contact. With a vast range of industry experience, 
you can be confident you will learn the latest industry 
practises in state-of-the-art surroundings.

Courses Offered
• Higher National Certificate (HNC) Multi-skill General Engineering 
• Higher National Diploma (HND) Multi-skill General Engineering

Facilities 
You will study in our Construction and Skills Centre, a purpose 
built facility containing two large workshop spaces, engineering 
labs, classrooms and IT suites, meeting the needs of your studies 
as well as those of the industry.

We’re Connected
Our tutors have a range of industry experience and a wide 
range of industry links and contacts. Throughout these courses 
we welcome guest speakers and work alongside a number of 
local employers. What makes these courses great is learning 
alongside fellow students who are from an array of backgrounds 
within industry, resulting in idea sharing, best practice and lively 
discussions.
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• Engineering design 
• Research project 
• Professional engineering 
  management 
• Engineering maths 
• Electrical and electronic 
  principles 

• Quality and process 
  improvement 
• Engineering science 
• Commercial programming 
  software 
• Computer Aided Design 
  (CAD) and manufacture

Course themes

HNC & HND  
multi-skill 
general 
engineering

Validated by 
Pearson

HNC: One year - 
full-time 

September 2019

Standard 
entry: Level 3 
qualification in a 

relevant subject or A Levels.

H6Y8

Overview
The Higher National Certificate (HNC) in Multi-skill General 
Engineering feeds directly into the Higher National Diploma 
(HND) in Multi-skill General Engineering course. These 
qualifications provide opportunities for students to apply their 
knowledge and practical skills in the workplace.  
Full-time students have the opportunity to do this through 
formal work placements or part-time employment experience.

These courses have been developed to combine theory and 
practical work to focus on the requirements of industry. You 
will develop knowledge and skills in engineering that will 
allow you to make positive contributions to employers and to 
progress effectively throughout your career. 

A variety of teaching approaches are used including 
lectures, assignment work, programming tasks and lab 
work. Assessment is by assignment work, which includes 
calculations, lab work, circuit/system simulations, 
programming, research and investigations. 

Our approach
18 months - part-time 
HND (top-up): One year - 
full-time, 18 months - 
part-time
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HNC: Successful completion of the HNC  
Multi-skill General Engineering will enable 
you to enrol onto the HND Multi-skill General 
Engineering.

HND: 
• Electrical Engineer 
• Electrical Engineering Technician 
• Electronics Engineer 
• Aerospace Engineer 
• Design Engineer 
• IT Consultant 
• Network Engineer 
• Systems Analyst 
• Control and Instrumentation Engineer 
• Project Manager 
Progression onto a full-time or part-time 
degree is possible from either the HNC or HND, 
depending on your final grade outcomes.

Career progression

71

Did you know?  
Some of our students have become 

incorporated and chartered members 
of The Institution of Engineering and 

Technology (IET).

• Problem solving 
• Time management 
• Critical thinking 
• Logical thinking 
• Technical skills 
• Attention to detail 
• Meeting set deadlines 
• Analytical skills

Skills you will learn

Your Future
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health &  
social care

Join an industry that cares, our course will provide you 
with the key knowledge, understanding and practical 
skills required in the health sector. The Higher National 
Certificate is a Level 4 vocational programme linked 
to professional body requirements and National 
Occupational Standards. 

The HND in Healthcare Practice at Level 5 will equip 
learners with the knowledge, understanding, training 
and skills that are essential for finding employment in 
today’s highly competitive job market. 

These courses are especially suitable for those who are 
currently employed in the relevant field of work and 
would now like qualifications that could develop their 
career further.

Courses Offered
• Higher National Certificate Healthcare Practice 
• Higher National Diploma Healthcare Practice 
• New for 2019, we are currently working on higher-level provision 
  for Nursing and Healthcare. Keep an eye on our website for the 
  latest information.

Facilities 
Designated classrooms, alongside access to College wide facilities 
such as the Learning Centre, study hubs, computer areas with 
accompanying multi-function printers and helpdesk advice.

We’re Connected
Our tutors have a range of industry experience and a wide range of 
industry links and contacts. Throughout these courses we welcome 
guest speakers and work alongside a number of local employers. 
What makes these courses great is learning alongside fellow 
students who are from an array of backgrounds within industry, 
resulting in idea sharing, best practice and lively discussions.
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• Law, policy and ethical practice in health care 
• Fundamentals of evidence based practice 
• Reflective approaches in implementing person-centred 
  practice 
• Supporting the individual journey through integrated 
  healthcare 
• Anatomy and physiology 
• Care planning processes 
• Mentoring and coaching others 
• Professional principles and values 
• Health education in action

Course themes

hnc & hnd 
healthcare 
practice

Validated by 
Pearson

HNC: One year - 
full-time,  

September 2019

Standard 
entry: Level 3 
qualification in a 

relevant subject or A Levels.

Overview
The Higher National Certificate (HNC) and Higher National 
Diploma (HND) in Healthcare Practice aim to develop skills 
and techniques, personal qualities and attributes essential 
for a successful career in the healthcare sector. These courses 
cover a broad range of technical areas to ensure the learners 
ability to thrive and positively contribute to their chosen 
area of employment. These programmes have content 
that reflects current industry and practitioner policy and 
procedures, with our knowledgeable tutors ensuring they’re 
kept up-to-date with the latest sector knowledge. 

These courses are delivered using a variety of different 
teaching and assessment methods to suit a number of 
learning styles. Strategies for delivery include lectures, 
seminars, paired and group tasks and independent research 
projects. Learning assessments are completed via a 
combination of either assignments, work-based projects and 
classroom presentations.

Our approach

two years - part-time 
HND (top-up): One year  
full-time, two years  
part-time
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HNC: Successful completion of the HNC 
Healthcare Practice will enable you to enrol on 
the HND Healthcare Practice.

HND: 
• Community Development Worker 
• Support Worker 
• Health Service Manager 
• Care Worker 
• Healthcare Assistant 
• Home Care Assistant 
• Welfare Associate 
• Healthcare Practicioner 
Progression onto a full-time or part-time 
degree is possible from either the HNC or HND, 
depending on your final grade outcomes.

Career progression
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• Communication 
• Organisational and problem solving skills 
• Interpersonal skills 
• Accuracy and attention to detail 
• Report writing and data analysis 
• Understanding of technology to support 
  independent living 
• Campaign planning and promotion skills 
• Critical thinking

Did you know?  
These courses will provide you with a 

wide range of practical skills that could 
potentially provide the basis of a nursing 

degree/diploma or other careers in the 
health sector.

Skills you will learn

Your Future
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I’ve loved having the chance to express 

myself and learn new things; seeing 

myself improve throughout the course 

has been a real highlight. I’d definitely 

like a career in special effects, I couldn’t 

imagine doing anything else now!

FD Media Make-up, Special Effects Make-up  
and Hair Design student
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media make up

Embrace your creativity and passion for media make-up 
and hair design with our specialist courses.

The Media Make-up FD and BA (Hons) are among the 
busiest and most in-demand courses which equips 
students with the relevant experience that will enable 
them to gain and maintain employment within the media 
sector. 

Our knowledgeable and industry experienced tutors 
teach both technical skills and academic knowledge, that 
enables the learner to produce a high standard portfolio 
of work which is individual to them and tailored to their 
desired progression route. 

Courses Offered
• Foundation Degree (FD) Media Make-up, Special Effects  
  and Hair Design 
• BA (Hons) Media Make-up, Special Effects and Hair Design 

Facilities 
Designated prosthetics workshop and hair and make-up studios 
with areas for producing portfolios and photographing your 
finished ‘looks’. The College has built up a collection of over 40 
human hair lace front wigs that are of industry standard. Students 
are able to utilise these as part of their course. 

We’re connected
The Media Make-up team have strong industry links, including 
companies such as ITV Yorkshire and Granada. This has resulted 
in invaluable work experience opportunities for students on a 
variety of television productions, for instance; Heartbeat, The Royal, 
Emmerdale, Countdown, Coronation Street and many others. 
Students have also had the opportunity to work on films including, 
‘Clash of the Titans’ and ‘The King’s Speech’. We also work with well-
established theatre companies in York, including The Theatre Royal, 
The Grand Opera House York and Joseph Rowntree Theatre.
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Foundation Degree 
(FD) Media Make-up,  
Special Effects 
& Hair Design

Validated by 
York St John 
University

Two years -  
full-time

September 2019

Standard 
entry: 48 UCAS 
Tariff points. 

Applicants who have relevant 
experience and skills will be 
considered.

W452

Overview
This course puts you at the heart of the media industry, it 
will equip you with a combination of technical expertise, 
academic knowledge and transferable skills required for 
a succesful career. The programme has been specifically 
designed for students wanting to develop their skills further 
in the exciting growth area of TV, film and theatre.

You’ll be working with experts in the fields of hairdressing, 
special effects make-up, face casting, sculpting, the 
application of bald caps, and prosthetics on a programme 
which has been designed with feedback from industry 
experts and teaching professionals to give you an unrivalled 
learning experience.

Our tutors have the experience, expertise and industry 
contacts to ensure that you are learning the most  
up-to-date and relevant techniques from the moment your 
course begins, to ensure that you are fully prepared for a 
career in the media make-up sector.

Our approach

• Continuity for film and TV 
• Make-up exploration for 
  varying effects 
• Hair cutting and barbering 
  for film and TV 
• Introduction to Postiche 
• Wig making

• Personal and professional 
  development 
• Advanced make-up artistry 
  skills 
• Dressing and styling hair 
  for film and TV 
• Employability skills

Course themes
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Successful completion of the FD Media 
Make-up, Special Effects and Hair Design 
will enable you to enrol on the BA (Hons) 
Media Make-up, Special Effects and Hair 
Design to convert your qualification into a 
full honours degree.

progression

Did you know?  
Former students undertook work experience on 

a number of TV productions including ‘CBeebies’, 
‘TOWIE’, ‘Vera’ and ‘Emmerdale’ and films 

including ‘Dads Army’, ‘I, Daniel Blake’, ‘Clash of 
The Titans’ and ‘The King’s Speech’. 

• Interpreting a brief 
• Team work 
• Communicating with clients and industry 
  professionals 
• Portfolio development 
• Flexibility and adaptability 
• Working well under pressure 
• Practical creative skills 
• Excellent attention to detail 
• Research skills 
• Marketing for self-employment

skills you will learn

Your Future
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ba (hons) Media  
Make-up, special 
effects & hair 
design

Validated by 
York St John 
University

One year - 
full-time

September 2019

Standard entry: 
Completion 
of relevant 

Foundation Degree/
qualification.

W455

Overview
This programme is a top-up course of our FD in Media  
Make-up, Special Effects and Hair Design. The profession of 
make-up artistry is wide and varied, incorporating basic and 
more specialised make-up and hair design for media such as film, 
television, theatre and fashion. The College maintains strong links 
with professionals and suppliers to ensure awareness of current 
brands, materials and techniques. There is an emphasis on working 
towards an industry standard portfolio on the completion of the 
course, therefore the importance of working with professionals is 
highlighted throughout.

The programme is delivered through a combination of classroom 
sessions and practical workshops aimed to equip you with 
a combination of technical skills, academic knowledge and 
business acumen. 

Students are assessed on their ability to research and project 
manage in preparation for practical assessments, as well as their 
performance. The course places a strong emphasis on style and 
quality of presentation with the underlying aim of building an 
industry quality portfolio.

Our approach

• Contextual studies  
• Work-based learning for the 
  creative industries 
• Wig work and postiche 
• Digital image production

• Personal and professional 
  development 
• Make-up and hair for TV and 
  film 
• Freelance and industry 
  management

Course themes
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• Freelance Make-up Artist 
• Special Effects Make-up Artist 
• Lecturer in Media Make-up 
• Hair Stylist 
• MUA for Music Artists 
• Bridal Make-up Artist 
• Aesthetician 
• MUA for Photographic Shoots 
• Retail Make-up Artist 
• Prosthetic Artist

Career progression

Did you know?  
We hold an annual York College Hair and Beauty 

Competition involving around 250 students. 
Local employers and spectators are invited to 

attend and witness the extraordinary talents of 
our students.

• Portfolio development 
• Critical awareness 
• Historical and contemporary understanding 
  of the industry 
• Practical skills in make-up application and 
  hair design 
• Effective research methods 
• An understanding of key concepts in the 
  industry 
• Attention to detail 
• Interpersonal and self-promotion skills 
• Ability to interpret a brief

Skills you will learn

Your Future
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The course really helped with my 

interview technique; I have just gained 

a position in a prison and after three 

interviews I was offered all three jobs.
BA (Hons) Public Sector Management student 



yorkcollege.ac.uk 83

public services & 
social sciences

Learn the skills and practices required to work in 
all areas of the public sector and gain the expertise 
and knowledge required to become a highly 
effective manager.

Teaching and learning strategies have been 
designed to further develop key transferable and 
employability skills based on current practice, 
to enable you to succeed in the public services 
industry. These courses have been specifically 
designed to give you the opportunity to 
investigate your own sector interests and follow 
your chosen areas of research.

Courses Offered
• Foundation Degree (FD) Applied Social Sciences 
  (Public Sector) 
• BA (Hons) Public Sector Leadership and Management

Facilities 
Designated classrooms, alongside access to College wide 
facilities such as the Learning Centre, study hubs, computer 
areas with accompanying multi-function printers and 
helpdesk advice.

We’re Connected
The tutors in the department have close links with industry 
sectors such as the police, the army, governmental services 
and human resources management which will enhance your 
academic experience through industry expertise. Students 
on the management programme typically come from a wide 
variety of working backgrounds and so you will benefit from 
a vast pool of experience and form valuable new contacts.
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foundation degree 
(FD) applied social 
sciences (public 
sector)

Validated by 
York St John 
University

Two years -  
full-time

September 2019

Standard entry: 
48 UCAS Tariff 
points

L430

Overview
This programme provides a holistic overview of the social 
sciences relevant to the public sector. It gives an introduction 
to several relevant subjects, which are considered in relation 
to employment within the public sector.

The programme is academic in nature but has a strong focus 
on the development of personal and professional skills, and 
the application of these in the work place.  

The course is delivered using a wide range of teaching and 
learning methods including classroom-based lectures, 
group-work sessions, workshops and tutorials. It will also 
include distance learning, practical sessions and research 
and evaluation of the workplace experience.

A number of assessment methods are used including written 
assignments, research tasks and self-analysis, reflective 
accounts, practical assessments, oral presentations and case 
studies. Over the course of the two years on the programme 
you will apply key concepts and constructs that will enable 
you to access careers in your chosen public sector.

Our approach

• Introduction to sociology 
• Careers in the public sector 
• Social differences 
• Divisions and inequalities 

• Political ideology 
• The global environment 
• Equality and diversity 
• Psychology at work

Course themes
Applicants who have 
relevant experience and 
skills will be considered.
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Successful completion of the FD Applied 
Social Sciences (Public Sector) will enable 
you to enrol on the BA (Hons) Public 
Sector Leadership and Management  
to convert your qualification in to a full 
honours degree. 

progression

Did you know?  
The programme provides a holistic overview, 

with a clear progression route to the BA (Hons)  
course and as a student at York College you will 

benefit from this underpinning knowledge.

• Communication 
• Research methods and study skills 
• Management and leadership 
• Time management 
• Managing a caseload 
• Organisation 
• Understanding of equality and diversity 
• Social awareness 

Skills you will learn

Your Future



yorkcollege.ac.uk86

• Strategic human resource 
  management 
• Crucial issues in management 
• Management theory 
• Governmental services 

• Strategic principles of 
  management 
• Marketing management 
• Application of management 
  techniques

Course themes

ba (hons) public 
sector leadership 
& management

Validated by 
York St John 
University

One year -  
full-time

September 2019

Standard entry: 
Completion 
of a relevant 

Foundation Degree/
qualification.

L436

Overview
This programme is a top-up course to convert an existing 
Foundation Degree or qualification in to a full BA (Hons) degree. 
You will be taught the skills and practices needed to work 
in all areas of the public sector, giving you the expertise and 
knowledge you require to become a highly effective manager. 
You will study the political and governmental influence affecting 
the public sector, careers in the National Health Service, the 
education sector, uniformed public services such as the police or 
Armed Forces and the voluntary sector.

The flexibility of the course allows you to undertake academic 
research into a public sector context of your choice, through 
a suite of modules that allows for the development of critical 
thinking skills, as well as higher level academic practices. It will 
provide you with interdisciplinary knowledge of management 
theory and strategy, allowing you to consider problem solving 
and decision making. You will go on to produce a dissertation 
relevant to your chosen sector, allowing you to fully investigate 
the application of management policies and practices, to resolve 
problems and achieve strategic goals.

Our approach



yorkcollege.ac.uk 87

• Probation Officer 
• Police Officer 
• Prison Governor 
• Youth Worker 
• Political Advisor 
• Youth Offending Team Officer 
• Police Community Support Officer 
• Counsellor

Career progression

87

Did you know?  
The programme draws on excellent links with 
many public sector organisations, particularly 

with the uniformed public services, and as a 
student at York College you will benefit from 

these unique and varied relationships.

• Critical thinking 
• Leadership 
• Negotiation  
• Presentation skills 
• Communication  
• Advisory 
• Time management 
• Managing a caseload

Skills you will learn

Your Future
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science

Understand the behaviours of living systems with our 
Higher National Certificate (HNC) and Higher National 
Diploma (HND) in Biological Sciences. These programmes 
will enable you to develop specialist scientific practical 
techniques alongside the development of requisite 
knowledge and understanding.

Our courses are designed to provide you with the 
skills and knowledge for successful employment in 
biologically based industries or further education, and 
training for biological scientists currently employed in a 
variety of technical work. 

Courses Offered
• Higher National Certificate Biological Sciences in Industry 
• Higher National Diploma Biological Sciences in Industry

Facilities 
Designated classrooms and specialist science laboratories, 
alongside access to College wide facilities such as the Learning 
Centre, study hubs, computer areas with accompanying  
multi-function printers and helpdesk advice.

We’re Connected 

Our tutors are experienced teachers of Chemistry, Biology and 
Maths, with a wide range of experience in education and industry. 
The course has a direct relevance to laboratory practice across 
a wide range of science industries. The course provides the 
knowledge element of the higher-level apprenticeship, enabling us 
to develop links across a number of local employers. Throughout 
the course, we will involve local universities and guest speakers 
to enhance the course. What makes the courses great is learning 
alongside fellow students who are from an array of backgrounds 
within industry, resulting in idea sharing, best practice and lively 
discussions. Students are also encouraged to attend professional 
networking events throughout the duration of the course.
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• Cell biology 
• Laboratory techniques 
• Analysis of scientific data 
  and information 

• Work-based investigation 
• Human health 
• Medical microbiology 
• Industrial chemistry

Course themes

hnc & hnd 
biological 
sciences in 
industry

Validated by 
Pearson

HNC: 18 months 
day release 

September 2019

Standard 
entry: Level 3 
qualification in 

a relevant science subject 
(BTEC or A Levels).

Overview
The qualification has been developed in conjunction with 
local employers and relevant professional organisations. 
Specification provision aims to include a variety of practical 
skills development, knowledge requirements and theoretical 
applications. Units may include; Industrial Microbiology, 
Physiology of Cellular Systems in Animals, Industrial 
Chemistry and Quality Assurance and Quality Control. 
The format of the assessment will take a variety of forms 
including assignments, presentations, workplace logbook 
and some examined units. The qualification includes a  
work-based project enabling you to apply the theory and 
skills learnt on the course to a particular area of interest for 
you or your employer.

The course is most suited for those who are currently 
working in a laboratory based environment or in a practical 
science related role as it combines work-based learning with 
academic skills and research gathering. Those not currently 
working in a laboratory-based environment or a role 
involving the practical application of science should contact 
the College for an informal discussion about how the course 
may be tailored to meet their specific needs.

Our approach

attendance  
(Three semesters, each 
semester 18 weeks 
duration). 
HND (Top-up): 18 months 
day release attendance 
(Three semesters, each 
semester 18 weeks 
duration).
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HNC: Successful completion of the HNC 
Biological Sciences in Industry will enable 
you to enrol on the HND Biological 
Sciences in Industry

HND: 
• Biotechnologist 
• Laboratory Technician 
• Biochemist 
• Microbiologist 
• Research Scientist 
• Higher Education Lecturer 
• Pharmacologist 
• Marine Biologist

Career progression

91

Did you know?  
This course is a suitable academic 

qualification to be studied as part of the 
Level 5 – Laboratory Scientist Apprenticeship 

or as a standalone qualification. 

• Communication 
• Teamwork 
• Organisation and time management skills 
• Research 
• Data analysis and the ability to draw 
  conclusions 
• Problem solving 
• Self-reliance

Skills you will learn

Your Future



yorkcollege.ac.uk92

The course is interesting, fun and hands 

on, so I’ve really enjoyed the practical 

elements of the three years. After the 

course, I’ll be moving to London to 

provide sports therapy to rugby teams.

BSc (Hons) Sports Therapy student 
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sports therapy

Study the management of sports and exercise 
injuries through effective prevention, treatment 
and rehabilitation and qualify as a Sports Therapist. 
 
Our Sports Therapy courses provide a quality 
learning experience delivered by our dedicated 
and experienced staff, who have extensive 
experience in sports therapy. Alongside your 
academic programme there is also the opportunity 
to gain essential practical experience, providing 
a pitch side sports therapy service for the Sports 
Development Centre teams at York College, as well 
as running the Sports Injury Clinic.

Courses Offered
• Foundation Degree (FD) Sports Therapy 
• BSc (Hons) Sports Therapy

Facilities 
You will study in a vibrant, fast-paced environment which 
includes a dedicated sports therapy clinic, a sport and 
exercises sciences laboratory, a fitness suite and a range of 
other state-of-the-art sports facilities.

We’re Connected
Our tutors are active within the sports therapy, sports 
performance and sports nutrition fields, where they’ve 
developed excellent connections with local sports clubs, to 
help enhance the learning experience and ensure they 
offer a vocationally relevant programme. Studying the FD 
and BSc means you will be eligible for student membership 
with the Society of Sports Therapists. Upon completion you 
will be eligible for full, insured membership.
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foundation 
degree (FD)  
sports therapy

Validated by 
York St John 
University

Two years -  
full-time

September 2019

Standard entry:  
48 UCAS 
Tariff points. 

Applicants who have 
relevant experience and 
skills will be considered.

C600

Overview
We place a great deal of emphasis on work-based learning 
and applied experience, a critical part of this foundation 
degree, as it will develop your communication skills and 
business acumen. We provide a pitch side sports therapy 
service to the Sports Development Centre teams and run the 
Sports Injury Clinic at York College, giving you plenty of 
practical experience. Sales from the Clinic go back into the 
course resources, ensuring great facilities for students.

You will study in a vibrant, fast-paced environment which 
includes a dedicated sports therapy clinic, a sport and 
exercise sciences laboratory, a fitness suite and a range of 
other state-of-the-art sports facilities. Assessment will be 
continuous via a wide range of methods, including practical 
exams, presentations, reflective activities and independent 
projects.

As both the FD and BSc (Hons) programmes have been 
designed in collaboration with the Society of Sports 
Therapists, students are eligible for student membership 
with the Society.

Our approach

• Functional anatomy 
• Physiology 
• Sports massage 
• Exercise therapy 
• Client assessment 
• Biomechanics and 
  movement analysis 

• Peripheral mobilisations 
• Rehabilitation 
• Professional practice and 
  development 
• Research methods for 
  sports therapy

Course themes
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Successful completion of the FD Sports 
Therapy will enable you to enrol on the 
BSc (Hons) Sports Therapy to 
convert your qualification in to a full 
honours degree.

progression

• Interpersonal skills 
• Ability to deal sensitively with injured clients 
• Principles of injury examination and 
  assessment 
• Fitness testing methods 
• Injury risk assessment 
• Manual therapy and soft tissue mobilisation 
  techniques 
• Rehabilitation processes and methods

Skills you will learn

Did you know?  
You can tailor-make the course to suit your career 

aspirations, with the opportunity to pick from a 
range of vocationally-related qualifications such 
as the Level 3 Sports Massage qualification and 

Kinesiology Tape qualifications to study 
alongside your main programme.

Your Future
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• Strength and conditioning 
• Spinal assessment and mobilisation  
• Professional practice and development  
• Acute trauma management 
• Dissertation

Course themes

bsc (hons) 
sports therapy

Validated by 
York St John 
University

One year - 
full-time 
Two years - 
part-time

September 2019

Standard entry: 
Completion 
of Foundation 

Degree (FD) in Sports 
Therapy.

C630

Overview
This programme is a top-up course to convert an existing 
Foundation Degree in Sports Therapy in to a full BSc (Hons) 
degree. You will focus on the more advanced skills of a 
Sports Therapist and gain an opportunity to practice these 
skills in applied environments, giving you an exciting and 
challenging combination of academic and practical skills 
development.

The FD and BSc (Hons) programmes are aligned with the 
core competencies of the Society of Sports Therapists. This 
means free membership and insurance is provided for 
students throughout the duration of your studies and once 
completed, you will meet all of the required capabilities for 
full, insured membership status. This ensures that graduates 
are well prepared for working life in the sports industry.

The course is flexible, as you can gain relevant vocational 
qualifications in your specialised area of interest, alongside 
the main academic programme, getting the support you 
need for a variety of career specialisms.

The College and staff have established excellent links with 
local organisations, which will enable you to practice your 
skills in real environments and build your own relationships 
and contacts.

Our approach
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• Post-Graduate Studies 
• Clinical Sports Therapist 
• Sports Massage Therapist 
• NHS Rehabilitation Worker 
• Rehabilitation Case Manager 
• Fitness and Well-being Advisor

Career progression
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Did you know?  
This course includes the opportunity for you to 
gain essential practical experience, providing a 
pitch side sports therapy service for the Sports 
Development Centre teams at York College, as 

well as running the Sports Injury Clinic.

• Transferable skills 
• Career development and planning 
• Advanced injury examination and 
  assessment 
• Advanced client treatment methods 
• Clinical reasoning

Skills you will learn

Your Future



access courses
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Access your degree or higher-level qualification with 
us and find your way to a prosperous career. The 
Access to Higher Education (HE) Diploma is designed 
for people who do not have ‘traditional’ qualifications, 
such as A Levels, and for those who have been out 
of education for some time. If you want to go to 
university, but you feel you might lack the entry 
qualifications, or you are worried that you might not 
be able to cope with the demands of degree-level 
study, then an Access course can help.

Our Access to HE Diplomas are structured with you in 
mind, with students at the heart of what we do. We 
ensure that our courses are delivered over as few days 
as possible to give you the chance to maximise your 
other time for part-time work or other commitments. 
These courses are all studied for around 14 hours a 
week, over 32 weeks and involve a range of activities 
relevant to the pathway being studied.

Allied Healthcare Professions 

Art, Design and Media

Business

Computing

Health and Social Care Professions

Health Sciences and Wellbeing

Humanities

Law

Nursing and Midwifery 

Primary Teaching  

Science 

Social Science

102

103

104

105

106

107

108

109

110

111

112

113

OUR FULL RANGE OF ACCESS 
COURSES AVAILABLE:

access to higher
education

40+ years

The Access to HE Diploma 
is widely recognised by UK 
universities, and many actively 
encourage applications from 
Access to HE students. 

widely 
recognised

Student Finance England 
will ‘write off’ any 
outstanding Advanced 
Learner Loan balances 
you owe for an Access 
to HE course once you 
complete a higher 
education course. This 
means you do not have 
to repay it.

WRITE OFF 
YOUR LOAN 

The first access courses were 
established in the 1970s. 

Successful 
Progression

Last year 81% of our Access 
to HE students successfully 
progressed onto higher 
education, a statistic well 
above the national average.
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Pablo Molina
Access Biology and 
Chemistry 
        The access route is a great opportunity 
for students like me, who have moved 
from a different country and want the best 
chance of getting into a great university and 
being better prepared for what a degree will 
entail. The access course has not only given 
me a good knowledge base; it has also 
offered me a thorough understanding of 
what is expected from me as a student once 
I start university and beyond. 

In the future I hope to pursue a career in 
psychology and research, something I 
wouldn’t have felt prepared to do without 
the support and dedication of my York 
College tutors. The way in which information 
and assignments are arranged within 
the course, makes it easier to follow and 
comprehend. The tutors were extremely 
patient and always took the time to ensure 
students understood what was being asked 
of them. 

access spotlight

laura brassington
Access allied  
healthcare professions
       I took the decision to completely 
overhaul my career following my father’s 
diagnosis with terminal cancer. With a 
degree in forensic science and a job in 
marketing, my world was turned completely 
upside down when we discovered the 
devastating news. Everything happened 
so suddenly, it was seven months from the 
diagnosis to him dying. 

My first experience of paramedics came 
when I had to make a 999 call, once the 
paramedics arrived and they took over it 
was such a relief. It was a life-changing 
moment for me and I realised just how 
important paramedics are – they take 
control in traumatic situations.

After my father’s passing, I became a 
Community First Responder, gaining 
valuable experience going out with the 
crew. This opportunity cemented my desire 
to find the appropriate qualification to 
put myself on the right path to apply to 
university. I chose the Access to Healthcare 
course because it is not straight science, 
it takes a wider view of healthcare, which 
really suits me and my learning style.
I have been offered a place on the BSc 
(Hons) Paramedic Practice course at Teesside 
University.  I instinctively feel that losing my 
Dad has led me to this new career and I'm 
sure he would be happy for me.

Our Access students progress onto 
various degree courses after completing 
our one-year programme. Read below to 
hear from some of our students on why 
they took on the course and where they 
hope to advance onto next. 
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Hannah Rodger  
Access Humanities
       I had always wanted to go to university, 
but was keen to wait until it was the right 
time for me to go. When the stars finally 
aligned and the opportunity to resume 
my studies presented itself, an Access 
course seemed like the perfect option for 
me. A one-year course, three days a week, 
studying a variety of interesting subjects, 
whilst developing and refreshing rusty (or 
non-existent!) academic skills is proving to 
be excellent preparation for my next steps. It 
is also providing me with the qualifications 
required to attend my chosen institution of 
Cambridge University. 

I have been hugely appreciative of the 
support offered by my wonderful tutors 
during my time here, with them often going 
above and beyond to provide all the help 
that they can. In terms of practicality, the 
College library is very well stocked and the 
staff there are knowledgeable and helpful, 
which is extremely useful when researching 
for assignments.

The most enjoyable part of my time here 
has undoubtedly been learning new things, 
new ways of thinking and pursuing different 
ideas and areas of interest. Teaching is done 
in groups where you feel comfortable to 
discuss ideas, and the different thoughts and 
perspectives gained from such environments 
has been a really valuable experience. I 
am enjoying studying again so much, that 
after my degree I would like to continue by 
completing an MA or a PhD, but who knows 
what the future holds.

Pablo

laura

Hannah
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access to higher education 
diploma allied healthcare 
professions

the course
The Diploma is taught as part of a combined course 
with other Health and Social Care Diplomas.  In 
September, this course is in three parts and you will: 
• Have tutorials, seminars and academic skills 
  sessions, and complete Academic Writing, Study 
  Skills and Further Study Skills units 
• Study 27 credits of Human Physiology  
• Study 18 credits of Professional Healthcare Practice 

The course is divided into units of assessment. Each 
unit is broken down into learning hours and most of 
the units are worth three to six credits. To achieve the 
Diploma, you must achieve 60 credits, all credits are 
at Level 3 (equivalent to A Level standard).

The programme delivery method includes 
lectures and seminars, and a good level of student 
participation is expected. You will be required to 
make presentations on a regular basis throughout 
the course to develop your presentation skills.

In January, the Diploma is taught as part of a 
combined course with Primary Teaching. This course 
is in three parts and you will: 
• Have tutorials, seminars and academic skills 
  sessions for three hours per week, and complete 
  Academic Writing and Work Experience units 
• Study two subjects for the whole year, Biology and 
  Sociology

One year - the course 
is full-time over an 
academic year starting 
in January or September. 
Timetables and hours of 
study will be discussed 
at the interview.

course length entry requirements
Level 2 qualifications 
in Maths and English

start date
January or 
September 2019

how to apply
Complete an 
application form 
via the York College 
website

progression
At the end of the course you will be given a transcript 
listing all of the units and grades awarded: there is no 
overall grade. Universities will specify the grades they 
expect you to achieve in various units as part of any 
offer they may make. 

Students will be eligible to apply to a range of degree 
courses including nursing, midwifery, physiotherapy, 
occupational therapy and paramedic science. This 
course also provides a route to York College’s HNC/D 
in Healthcare Practice.

Recent students have progressed to Teesside 
University, Southampton University and Bradford 
University. 

advanced learner loan
Students enrolling onto this course will be 
able to apply for an Advanced Learner Loan to 
cover the full cost of this course. This loan will 
then be written off once a higher education 
course has been completed. This means you 
do not have to repay it.
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access to higher education 
diploma art, design & media

the course
The course begins with an introduction to creative art, 
design and media to develop and establish drawing and 
analytical skills through the use of different materials 
and techniques. You will go on to complete projects in 
digital art, painting, textiles, book art, 3D, printmaking 
and design, alongside independent research.

In the early stages of the course, you will be shown 
techniques in how to use materials and approaches to 
develop your own response to a series of assignment 
briefs, following the art and design process from initial 
research to development and producing a final piece. 
You will learn how to research a range of starting points, 
relate your ideas to the work of artists/designers and 
reflect on your practice as an artist.

At all stages you will be encouraged to adopt an 
innovative, creative and personal approach to your work 
in order to build an individual portfolio for application 
to higher education. You will be asked to work on 
self-directed briefs and real-life assignments which will 
prepare you for developing your own practice or further 
study at degree level. There may also be one-day visits 
to the ‘Create Your Future’ UCAS event and galleries 
to help you with your UCAS application and further 
enhance your learning.

You will have the use of a purpose-built studio and 
access to some of our extensive workshops and 
resource areas.

progression
At the end of the course you will be given a transcript 
listing all of the units and grades awarded: there is no 
overall grade. Universities will specify the grades they 
expect you to achieve in various units as part of any 
offer they may make. 

The course provides a well-established route to a wide 
range of degree level art, design and media courses 
including guaranteed progression to successful 
students to our own higher education courses here 
at York College, subject to tutor approval. Students 
have gained places on graphic design, fashion, fine 
art, textiles, illustration, 3D and design degree courses 
across the country including at Wimbledon College of 
Art and Design, Northumbria University, Manchester 
Metropolitan University and other prestigious Art 
Schools.

One year - the course 
is full-time over 
an academic year 
starting in September. 
Timetables and 
hours of study will be 
discussed at interview.

course length entry requirements
Standard entry: Level 
2 qualifications in 
Maths and English

start date
September 2019

how to apply
Complete an 
application form 
via the York College 
website

advanced learner loan
Students enrolling onto this course will be 
able to apply for an Advanced Learner Loan to 
cover the full cost of this course. This loan will 
then be written off once a higher education 
course has been completed. This means you 
do not have to repay it.
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access to higher education 
diploma business

the course
The course is divided into units of assessment. Each 
unit is broken down into learning hours and most of 
the units are worth three to six credits.

The Access to Higher Education (HE) Diploma 
consists of two sections. To achieve the Diploma, 
you must achieve 60 credits, of which 45 credits are 
graded and 15 are ungraded. A minimum of one 
examination taken under invigilation conditions 
must be successfully completed. You will complete 
the compulsory units followed by the selected 
subject specialism sets. All units are at Level 3 
(equivalent to A Level standard) and need to be 
achieved.

The course is based around the application of IT skills 
in business. You will study a range of IT units in Web 
Development and IT Application skills, Statistical 
Skills and Techniques, Academic Writing and Study 
Skills, Introduction to Business Studies, Principles 
of Business Strategy, The Marketing Environment, 
Business Organisation Structures, and a Business 
Research project.

Please note that individual modules are subject to 
change.

progression
At the end of the course you will be given a transcript 
listing all of the units and grades awarded: there is no 
overall grade. Universities will specify the grades they 
expect you to achieve in various units as part of any 
offer they may make. 

You may progress onto a range of honours degree 
programmes in a range of different disciplines. 
Typically, individuals progress to BA (Hons) Business 
Management courses at a range of institutions. 
There is guaranteed progression to York College’s FD 
Leadership and Management for successful Access 
students.

One year - the course 
is full-time over 
an academic year 
starting in September. 
Timetables and 
hours of study will be 
discussed at interview.

course length entry 
requirements
Level 2 qualifications 
in Maths and English

start date

how to apply
Complete an 
application form via 
York College website

September 2019

advanced learner loan
Students enrolling onto this course will be 
able to apply for an Advanced Learner Loan to 
cover the full cost of this course. This loan will 
then be written off once a higher education 
course has been completed. This means you 
do not have to repay it.
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access to higher education 
diploma computing

the course
The Access to Higher Education (HE) Diploma consists 
of a number of units which are built up to meet your 
proposed subject at HE. To achieve the Diploma, 
you must achieve 60 credits, of which 45 credits are 
graded and 15 are ungraded. All units are at Level 
3 (equivalent to A Level standard) and need to be 
achieved.

Course themes include: 
• Introduction to computer systems  
• Introduction to web development  
• Introduction to application software  
• Computer programming  
• Games programming  
• Academic writing  
• Study skills  
• Object oriented programming  
• Computer Science  
• Investigation into design considerations for websites  
• Cyber security  
• Systems analysis and design 
• Statistical skills and techniques

Please note that individual modules are subject to 
change. The programme delivery method includes: 
practical work, seminars, lectures and workshops and 
a good level of student participation is expected.

progression
At the end of the course you will be given a transcript 
listing all of the units and grades awarded: there is no 
overall grade. Universities will specify the grades they 
expect you to achieve in various units as part of any 
offer they may make. 

Students can progress onto a BSc (Hons) in Applied 
Computing, or a similar course. There is guaranteed 
progression to York College’s FD Computer Systems, 
Design and Solutions for successful Access students.

One year - the course 
is full-time over 
an academic year 
starting in September. 
Timetables and 
hours of study will be 
discussed at interview.

course length entry 
requirements
Level 2 qualifications 
in Maths and English

start date

how to apply
Complete an 
application form via the 
York College website

September 2019

advanced learner loan
Students enrolling onto this course will be 
able to apply for an Advanced Learner Loan to 
cover the full cost of this course. This loan will 
then be written off once a higher education 
course has been completed. This means you 
do not have to repay it.
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access to higher education 
diploma health & social care 
professions

the course
The Diploma is taught as part of a combined course 
with other Health and Social Care Access courses. In 
September, this course is in three parts and you will:

• Have tutorials, seminars and academic skills sessions, 
  and complete Academic Writing, Study Skills and 
  Further Study Skills units 
• Study 27 credits of Human Physiology  
• Study 18 credits of Professional Healthcare Practice 

The course is divided into units of assessment. Each 
unit is broken down into learning hours and most of 
the units are worth three to six credits. To achieve the 
Diploma, you must achieve 60 credits, all credits are at 
Level 3 (equivalent to A Level standard).

The programme delivery method includes 
lectures and seminars and a good level of student 
participation is expected. You will be required to 
make presentations on a regular basis throughout the 
course to develop your presentation skills.

In January, the Diploma is taught as part of a 
combined course with Primary Teaching. This course is 
in three parts and you will:

• Have tutorials, seminars and academic skills sessions 
  for three hours per week, and complete Academic 
  Writing and Work Experience units 
• Study two subjects for the whole year, Biology and 
  Sociology

progression
At the end of the course you will be given a transcript 
listing all of the units and grades awarded: there is no 
overall grade. Universities will specify the grades they 
expect you to achieve in various units as part of any 
offer they may make. 

Students will be eligible to apply to a range of degree 
courses including dental nursing, social care, children 
young people and families and youth support.

Recent students have progressed to Teesside University, 
Southampton University and Bradford University.

One year - the course 
is full-time over an 
academic year starting 
in January or September. 
Timetables and hours of 
study will be discussed 
at the interview.

course length entry requirements
Level 2 qualifications 
in Maths and English

start date
January or 
September 2019

how to apply
Complete an 
application form 
via the York College 
website

advanced learner loan
Students enrolling onto this course will be 
able to apply for an Advanced Learner Loan to 
cover the full cost of this course. This loan will 
then be written off once a higher education 
course has been completed. This means you 
do not have to repay it.
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access to higher education 
diploma health sciences & 
wellbeing

the course
The Diploma is taught as part of a combined course 
with Health and Social Care. This course is in three 
parts and you will:

• Have tutorials, seminars and academic skills 
  sessions, and complete Academic Writing, Study 
  Skills and Further Study Skills units 
• Study 27 credits of Human Physiology  
• Study 18 credits of Healthy Lifestyles 

The course is divided into units of assessment. Each 
unit is broken down into learning hours and most 
of the units are worth three to six credits (one credit 
equals 10 learning hours).

To achieve the Diploma, you must achieve 60 credits, 
all credits are at Level 3 (equivalent to A Level 
standard).

The programme delivery method includes 
lectures and seminars and a good level of student 
participation is expected. You will be expected to 
make presentations on a regular basis throughout 
the course to develop your presentation skills.

Please note that individual modules are subject to 
change.

progression
At the end of the course you will be given a transcript 
listing all of the units and grades awarded: there is no 
overall grade. Universities will specify the grades they 
expect you to achieve in various units as part of any 
offer they may make. 

Students will be eligible to apply to a range of degree 
courses including biomedical sciences, human 
physiology, human biology or sports science. 

Any student passing this Diploma will be guaranteed 
a place on the FD in Sports Therapy or HNC/D in 
Healthcare Practice at York College. 

One year - the course 
is full-time over 
an academic year 
starting in September. 
Timetables and 
hours of study will be 
discussed at interview.

course length entry 
requirements
Level 2 qualifications 
in Maths and English

start date

how to apply
Complete an 
application form via the 
York College website

September 2019

advanced learner loan
Students enrolling onto this course will be 
able to apply for an Advanced Learner Loan to 
cover the full cost of this course. This loan will 
then be written off once a higher education 
course has been completed. This means you 
do not have to repay it.
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access to higher education 
diploma humanities

the course
The course is divided into units of assessment. Each 
unit is broken down into learning hours and most 
of the units are worth three to six credits (one credit 
equals 10 learning hours).

The Access to Higher Education (HE) Diploma 
consists of a number of units which are built up 
to meet the students proposed subject at HE. 
To achieve the Diploma, you must achieve 60 
credits, of which 45 credits are graded and 15 are 
ungraded. A minimum of one examination taken 
under invigilation conditions must be successfully 
completed. All units are at Level 3 (equivalent to A 
Level standard) and need to be achieved.

The Diploma is taught as part of a combined course 
with Social Science and Primary Teaching.

This course is in 3 parts and you will:

• Have a tutorial session which will be for 3 hours a 
  week and complete units in Academic Writing, 
  Study Skills and Further Study Skills 
• Take a specific unit for one session a week 
• Study two subjects for 4.5 hours a week and the 
  possible subjects are a) English Literature, b) History, 
  c) Sociology. Individual modules are subject to 
  change.

One year - the course 
is full-time over 
an academic year 
starting in September. 
Timetables and 
hours of study will be 
discussed at interview.

course length entry 
requirements
Level 2 qualification 
in Maths and English

start date
September 2019

how to apply
Complete an 
application form via the 
York College website

progression
At the end of the course you will be given a transcript 
listing all of the units and grades awarded: there is no 
overall grade. Universities will specify the grades they 
expect you to achieve in various units as part of any 
offer they may make. 

Previous students have progressed to higher 
education and have studied a range of courses such 
as Sociology and Social Policy at the University of 
York, psychology at the University of Wales, History at 
the University of Newcastle upon Tyne, Literature at 
the University of Leeds, Philosophy at the University 
of St Andrews, Media at the Thames Valley University 
London and Primary Teacher Training at York St John 
University.

advanced learner loan
Students enrolling onto this course will be 
able to apply for an Advanced Learner Loan to 
cover the full cost of this course. This loan will 
then be written off once a higher education 
course has been completed. This means you 
do not have to repay it.
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access to higher education 
diploma law

the course
The course is divided into units of assessment. Each 
unit is broken down into learning hours and most of 
the units are worth three to six credits.

The Access to Higher Education (HE) Diploma 
consists of a number of units which are built up 
to meet the students’ proposed subject at HE. 
To achieve the Diploma, you must achieve 60 
credits, of which 45 credits are graded and 15 are 
ungraded. A minimum of two examinations taken 
under invigilation conditions must be successfully 
completed. All units are at Level 3 (equivalent to A 
Level standard) and need to be achieved.

The Diploma is taught as part of a combined course 
with Social Science and Primary Teaching.

This course is in three parts and you will: 
• Have a tutorial session which will be for three hours 
  a week, and complete units in Academic Writing, 
  Study Skills and Further Study Skills 
• Take a specific unit for one session a week 
• Study Law for 4.5 hours a week 
• Study a subject of your choice for 4.5 hours a week 
  and the possible subjects are; History or Sociology 

Individual modules are subject to change.

One year - the course 
is full-time over 
an academic year 
starting in September. 
Timetables and 
hours of study will be 
discussed at interview.

course length entry 
requirements
Level 2 qualification 
in Maths and English

start date

September 2019

how to apply
Complete an 
application form via the 
York College website

progression
At the end of the course you will be given a transcript 
listing all of the units and grades awarded: there is no 
overall grade. Universities will specify the grades they 
expect you to achieve in various units as part of any 
offer they may make. 

Previous students studying Access courses within 
the division have progressed to higher education 
and have studied a range of courses such as law, 
sociology and social policy, psychology, history, 
literature, philosophy and media.

advanced learner loan
Students enrolling onto this course will be 
able to apply for an Advanced Learner Loan to 
cover the full cost of this course. This loan will 
then be written off once a higher education 
course has been completed. This means you 
do not have to repay it.
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access to higher education 
diploma nursing & midwifery

the course
The course is divided into units of assessment. Each 
unit is broken down into learning hours and most 
of the units are worth three to six credits (one credit 
equals 10 learning hours).

To achieve the Diploma, you must achieve 60 credits, 
all credits are at Level 3 (equivalent to A Level 
standard).

The Diploma is taught as part of a combined course 
with other Health and Social Care Diplomas. This 
course is in three parts and you will:

• Have tutorials, seminars and academic skills 
  sessions, and complete Academic Writing, Study 
  Skills and Further Study Skills units 
• Study 27 credits of Human Physiology  
• Study 18 credits of Professional Healthcare Practice

Please note that individual modules are subject to 
change.

The programme delivery method includes practical 
work, seminars, lectures and workshops.

progression
At the end of the course you will be given a transcript 
listing all of the units and grades awarded: there is no 
overall grade. Universities will specify the grades they 
expect you to achieve in various units as part of any 
offer they may make. 

Students will be eligible to apply to a higher education 
degree in nursing studies (adult, mental health, 
learning disabilities and child nursing) and midwifery. 
In the past students have progressed onto higher 
education at the University of York, King’s College 
London, Queen’s University Belfast, Sheffield University 
and Hull University. This course also provides a route to 
York College’s HNC/D in Healthcare Practice.

One year - the course 
is full-time over 
an academic year 
starting in September. 
Timetables and 
hours of study will be 
discussed at interview.

course length entry 
requirements
Level 2 qualification 
in Maths and English

start date
September 2019

how to apply
Complete an 
application form via the 
York College website

advanced learner loan
Students enrolling onto this course will be 
able to apply for an Advanced Learner Loan to 
cover the full cost of this course. This loan will 
then be written off once a higher education 
course has been completed. This means you 
do not have to repay it.
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access to higher education 
diploma primary teaching

the course
In September, the Diploma is taught as part of a 
combined course with Social Science and Humanities. 
This course is in four parts and you will:

• Have tutorials, seminars and academic skills sessions 
for three hours per week, and complete Further Study 
Skills and Work Experience units 
• Study two subjects for 4.5 hours a week for the whole 
year, English Literature is mandatory and the other 
possible subjects are:  
  • Sociology or Law 
  • Psychology 
  • History

Study an optional unit for one session per week all year.

You may be able to study other subjects if the 
timetable allows. This will be discussed at interview. 

In January, the Diploma is taught as part of a 
combined course with Humanities and Social Science. 
This course is in three parts and you will:

• Have tutorials, seminars and academic skills sessions 
  for three hours per week, and complete Further Study 
  Skills and Work Experience units 
• Study two subjects for the whole year, Biology and 
  Sociology

The programme delivery method includes 
lectures and seminars and a good level of student 
participation is expected. You will be required to 
make presentations on a regular basis throughout the 
course to develop your presentation skills.

progression
At the end of the course you will be given a transcript 
listing all of the units and grades awarded: there is no 
overall grade. Universities will specify the grades they 
expect you to achieve in various units as part of any 
offer they may make.

The main purpose of the course is to provide a route 
into a range of Education and Teaching degrees, but it 
is also possible to apply to courses with other subject 
specialisms with a view to teaching or training in that 
subject in the longer term.

Students completing this pathway will be able to 
progress to a wide range of degree programmes 
in education; primary or secondary teaching, child 
studies, education studies, youth and community work, 
early childhood studies, counselling and sociology.

One year - the course 
is full-time over an 
academic year starting 
in January or September. 
Timetables and hours of 
study will be discussed 
at the interview.

course length entry requirements
Level 2 qualifications 
in Maths and English

start date
January or 
September 2019

how to apply
Complete an 
application form 
via the York College 
website

advanced learner loan
Students enrolling onto this course will be 
able to apply for an Advanced Learner Loan to 
cover the full cost of this course. This loan will 
then be written off once a higher education 
course has been completed. This means you 
do not have to repay it.
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access to higher education 
diploma science

the course
The course is divided into units of assessment. Each 
unit is broken down into learning hours and most 
of the units are worth three to six credits (one credit 
equals 10 learning hours). You will specialise in either 
Physics and Maths, Chemistry and Maths or Chemistry 
and Biology.

The course begins with Level 2 units (GCSE standard) 
in the chosen subjects for the first few weeks and then 
continues with Level 3 units (A Level standard) for the 
rest of the year. In addition to this, you may have to 
study further units in preparation for university such 
as Study Skills.

On application, you will be asked to state your 
preferred pathway, either Physics and Maths, 
Chemistry and Maths or Chemistry and Biology. Your 
chosen option will be discussed at an interview with a 
member of the Science team. This interview will help 
ensure your preference will allow you to progress in 
your career or onto an appropriate university course.

One year - the course 
is full-time over 
an academic year 
starting in September. 
Timetables and 
hours of study will 
be discussed at 
interview.

course length entry 
requirements
Level 2 qualification 
in Maths and English

start date
September 2019

how to apply
Complete an 
application form via the 
York College website

progression
At the end of the course you will be given a transcript 
listing all of the units and grades awarded: there is no 
overall grade. Universities will specify the grades they 
expect you to achieve in various units as part of any 
offer they may make. 

In the past students have progressed onto higher 
education and have studied a range of courses in 
physics, chemistry, dietetics, nutrition, and professional 
training such as radiography and engineering. We 
have an excellent record of getting people into top 
universities such as the University of York, Leeds 
Beckett University and Sheffield Hallam University. This 
course also provides a route to York College’s HNC/D in 
Biological Sciences in Industry.

advanced learner loan
Students enrolling onto this course will be 
able to apply for an Advanced Learner Loan to 
cover the full cost of this course. This loan will 
then be written off once a higher education 
course has been completed. This means you 
do not have to repay it.
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access to higher education 
diploma social science

the course
The Access to Higher Education (HE) Diploma 
consists of a number of units which are built up to 
meet your proposed subject at HE. To achieve the 
Diploma, you must achieve 60 credits, of which 45 
credits are graded and 15 are ungraded. A minimum 
of one examination taken under invigilation 
conditions must be successfully completed. All units 
are at Level 3 (equivalent to A Level standard) and 
need to be achieved.

The Diploma is taught as part of a combined course 
with Humanities and Primary Teaching.

This course is in three parts and you will:

• Have a tutorial session which will be for three hours 
  a week, and complete units in Academic Writing, 
  Study Skills and Further Study Skills  
• Take an Option Unit for one session a week 
• Study two subjects for 4.5 hours a week and the 
  possible subjects are: a) Sociology b) Criminology or 
  Law c) Psychology 

The programme delivery method includes: practical 
work, seminars, lectures and workshops and a good 
level of student participation is expected.

One year - the course 
is full-time over 
an academic year 
starting in January or 
September. Timetables 
and hours of study will 
be discussed at the 
interview.

course length entry 
requirements
Level 2 qualification 
in Maths and English

start date
January or 
September 2019

how to apply
Complete an 
application form via the 
York College website

progression
At the end of the course you will be given a transcript 
listing all of the units and grades awarded: there is no 
overall grade. Universities will specify the grades they 
expect you to achieve in various units as part of any 
offer they may make. 

In the past students have progressed onto higher 
education and have studied a range of degree 
courses. These have included social work, social 
policy, social science, criminology, education 
studies and youth and community work. This course 
also provides a route to York College’s HNC/D in 
Healthcare Practice.

advanced learner loan
Students enrolling onto this course will be 
able to apply for an Advanced Learner Loan to 
cover the full cost of this course. This loan will 
then be written off once a higher education 
course has been completed. This means you 
do not have to repay it.
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At York College we also offer a variety 
of industry-recognised higher-level 
professional qualifications and 
Apprenticeships. These courses aim to 
help with starting and retraining for a 
career or for personal development. With 
supportive tutors and excellent facilities, 
we have an excellent track record for 
helping students enjoy new experiences, 
enabling them to succeed within a 
supportive learning environment.

PROFESSIONAL 
QUALIFICATIONS:
• Level 4 Internal Quality Assurance 
  Awards

• Level 4 Diploma in Management 
  Practice and Advanced Techniques in 
  the Hair and Beauty Sector

• AAT Level 4 Professional Diploma in 
  Accounting

• Level 4 Diploma in Theraputic 
  Counselling

• Level 4 CACHE Certificate for the 
  Early Years Advanced Practitioner

• Level 4 Certificate in Education and 
  Training 

APPRENTICESHIPS 
• Level 4 Professional Accounts Tax 
  Technician 

• Level 4 Software Developer 

• Level 5 Healthcare Assistant Practitioner 

• Level 5 Lab Scientist 

• Level 5 Operations Departmental 
  Manager 

For full course information on our 
professional qualifications and 
Apprenticeships available, including 
what we offer at other levels and new 
courses and how to apply, visit the 
website, www.yorkcollege.ac.uk.

Unsure about your options? Drop 
by the InfoZone at the College for a 
chat. Alternatively; T: 01904 770770  
E: info@yorkcollege.ac.uk

Other 
Higher-Level Study
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KEY UCAS 

APPLICATION DATES

SEPTEMBER 2018 – 

APPLICATIONS OPEN ON 

UCAS FOR 2019 ENTRY

ATTEND ONE OF OUR 

OPEN EVENTS

REGISTER ONLINE WITH 

UCAS APPLY

COMPLETE AND SUBMIT 

YOUR UCAS APPLICATION

JANUARY 2019 – OFFICIAL 

UCAS DEADLINE – 

UCAS ‘EXTRA’ (LATE 

APPLICATIONS) OPENS

RECEIVE AND CONFIRM 

YOUR OFFER: MAY 2019 – 

INSTITUTIONS’ DEADLINE 

TO REPLY TO APPLICANTS

AUGUST 2019 UCAS 

‘CLEARING’ OPENS

your next steps

SEPTEMBER 2019,  

START YOUR COURSE
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HOW TO APPLY 
There are a number of different ways 
to apply to your course at York College, 
depending on your chosen pathway.

FULL-TIME COURSES 
To apply to one of our full-time Honours 
Degrees, a Foundation Degree, HNC or 
HND course applicants should apply 
online through  
www.ucas.ac.uk/apply. If you do not 
have internet access, contact UCAS on 
0371 468 0 468 for details of regional 
application centres.

PART-TIME COURSES 
If you wish to study a part-time course, 
you can apply directly through York 
College. You can apply online via 
the course pages on our website or 
complete a York College application 
form, which can also be found on our 
website or collected from the College 
InfoZone.

INTERVIEWS
On receipt of your application you may 
be invited to an interview. This is your 
opportunity to meet with a tutor and 
ask about costs, materials, discounts etc. 
before deciding whether this is the right 
course for you.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Each course in this prospectus lists the 
entry qualifications required to begin 
the course. If you can’t see your prior 
qualifications listed, please get in touch 
with us to discuss your options.

Access: Applicants who have studied 
an Access to Higher Education Diploma 
should calculate tariff points using the 
UCAS tariff calculator, found at  
www.ucas.com/ucas/tariff-calculator

Non-standard entry: Applicants who 
have relevant skills and experience but 
do not hold the standard minimum entry 
requirements will still be considered 
but will be required to demonstrate 
the necessary skills and experience to 
enter the course through their personal 
statement.

ENGLISH 
REQUIREMENTS:
IELTS score is required for international 
students whose first language is not 
English. 6.0 with no component less than 
5.5. There is further information available 
for international students on our website 
if you’re applying with non-UK  
qualifications.

application
information
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Extended 
Project 
Qualification 
(EPQ)

AS Level A Level Tariff Points BTEC  
Extended 
Diploma

BTEC  
Diploma

BTEC 
Subsidary 
Diploma

168 D*D*D*

160 D*D*D

152 D*DD

144 DDD

128 DDM

112 DMM D*D*

104 D*D

96 MMM DD

80 MMP DM

64 MPP MM

A* 56

A 48 PPP MP

B 40 D*

C 32 PP D

A* 28

A D 24 M

B A 20

C B E 16

D C 12

D 10 P

E 8

E 6

UCAS TARIFF TABLE 
UCAS Tariff points are allocated to Level 3 
qualifications generally studied between 
the ages of 16 and 18. At York College, 
we use tariff points to indicate  

 the entry level of our courses, so you will 
need to know how many points your 
qualifications are worth. Below is a table 
of some popular qualifications and their 
equivalent tariff points.

If you cannot see your qualification listed above you should calculate tariff points 
using the UCAS tariff calculator, found at www.ucas.com/ucas/tariff-calculator. 
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MONEY MATTERS 
Love the thought of studying for a 
degree or higher-level course but are 
worried about the cost?

At York College we’re committed to 
supporting you during your studies. We 
know that studying for any qualification 
can be a busy time and there are a lot of 
things to think about. That’s why we offer 
dedicated support to make sure you can 
settle into College life easily, concentrate 
on your course and achieve the best 
grades possible.

YORK COLLEGE 
BURSARY
York College has committed to providing 
a bursary scheme which all eligible 
higher education students starting their 
course in September 2019 can apply to. 
If you are successful, you will receive a 
one off payment of £600 to help with 
the initial costs of settling into your 
programme, for example, you could use 
your bursary to help pay for travel costs 
or buy essential equipment for your 
course. 

The Higher Education Bursary is split into 
three separate bursaries:  
• Care Leavers Bursary  
• Student Carer Bursary  
• Financial Assistance Bursary 

Eligibility for the Care Leaver and Student 
Carer bursaries are not based on your 
household income, but you will need to 
provide evidence of your situation. The 
Financial Assistance bursary will normally 
be assessed alongside your application 
to Student Finance England and you will 
not need to complete an additional form. 

STUDENT FINANCE
Most students can also apply for student 
finance to help with the cost of tuition 
fees and living costs. The funding you 
are specifically entitled to will depend 
on whether you are a full or part-time 
student, whether you have studied at 
a higher education level before, which 
country you have been living in and 
when you start your course. Additional 
funding is also available for students who 
have a disability and those who have 
children or other dependents. Further 
details can be found online at www.gov.
uk/studentfinance (if you normally live 
in Scotland, Wales or Northern Ireland 
you will need to apply for their funding 
instead). 

Loan repayments will be based on 
how much you earn following your 
graduation from the course. You will only 
be asked to start the repayments when 
your income is £21,000 per year or more. 
It is not essential to apply for a loan to 

student support & 
student finance
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fund your higher education course at 
York College. If you are in a position to 
pay your course fees upfront, this can 
be arranged directly with the College 
finance department. 

ADVANCED LEARNER 
LOAN
Students enrolling onto an Access course 
will be able to apply for an Advanced 
Learner Loan to cover the full cost of 
their course. This loan will then be 
written off once a higher education 
course has been completed. This means 
you do not have to repay it. To find out 
if you are eligible please contact the 
College.

For more information on funding 
and bursaries, contact the Funding 
Team on 01904 770443 or email  
funding@yorkcollege.ac.uk

ADDITIONAL COSTS
Some of our courses involve extra costs 
which are not covered by your tuition 
fees. To make sure that you budget 
accurately please visit our website  
www.yorkcollege.ac.uk. For some costs, 
financial support is available. 

STUDENT SUPPORT 
Our Student Services team is available 
via the HelpZone and the InfoZone, 
which is situated behind Reception.

They offer impartial information, advice 
and guidance on a full range of services 
including:

• Course information and enrolment – 
  advice on course availability and how to 
  enrol with the College.

• Travel and transport. 

• Health – external partners offer weekly 
  drop-in sessions in the Health Hub and 
  contribute to termly health and well 
  being events.

• Welfare and funding – before, during 
  and after your course, the Finance Team 
  is available to help you investigate the 
  funding options available, to help you 
  with anything from tuition fees to travel 
  costs.

• Careers – advice is freely available to 
  current students and potential students 
  of any age thinking of attending York 
  College.

• Counselling – a free and confidential 
  service to help you if you’re 
  experiencing problems, feeling 
  under pressure or finding it hard to 
  cope. Confidential appointments with 
  specialist advisors can be arranged by 
  telephone or in person at the InfoZone 
  or HelpZone.

We also have a dedicated Head of Higher 
Education and International who is 
always on hand to provide any support 
you may need. 

If you have a disability, mental health 
condition or specific learning difficulties, 
or if you are a student who has children 
or other dependents, you may be eligible 
for additional support. Information 
can be found at the InfoZone or can be 
downloaded from  
www.direct.gov.uk/studentfinance. 
Please see ‘Help if you’re a student with 
a learning difficulty, health problem or 
disability’ and ‘Childcare Grant and other 
support for student parents in higher 
education.’ 
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what it costs

Programme Full Time

Undergraduate Degree £7,200 (pro rata for part-time)

PGCE/Cert. Ed £7,200 (pro rata for part-time)

HNC/D See our website for current costs.

Access See our website for current costs.

Foundation Diploma in  
Art & Design

Free for students under the 
age of 19 of the first day of the 
course. For students who are 
19+ please call 01904 770770 for 
the course fee. These students 
may be eligible to apply for an 
Advanced learner Loan to cover 
their tuition fees.

Current course fees per year (fees shown here are for 2018/19)
Please always check our website for current fees.

If you are an EU or international student please call the College on 
01904 770770 for the latest tuition fee costs. 
Please note that bursaries will only be available for those whose fees 
are over £6,185 pro-rata.



yorkcollege.ac.uk124

We are proud to have York St John 
University as our validating partner. 
Founded in 1841, York St John University 
has over 175 years of heritage as a 
leading learning provider in York. It has a 
thriving student population of over 6,500 
studying across nine Academic Schools 
at both undergraduate and postgraduate 
level. Like York College, the University has 
benefitted from significant investment in 
recent years and now boasts a state-of-
the-art Student Sport Park and modern, 
urban facilities which sit alongside 
its beautiful, traditional buildings 
and provide an excellent resource for 
residents and University students alike at 
the heart of the city.

Once named in the Times Higher 
Education Awards as the University of 
the Year, the University of Huddersfield 

now hosts around 20,000 students 
at its campus in central Huddersfield. 
York College is pleased to be a member 
of the University’s Education and 
Training Consortium. The Consortium 
is a unique partnership of further and 
higher education providers recognised 
across the UK. Our teacher training 
(CertEd/PGCE) students benefit from this 
award-winning university’s resources, 
experience and long established 
reputation as national leaders in the 
field of teacher education for the lifelong 
learning sector.

Pearson is the world’s leading learning 
company, with 35,000 employees in 
more than 70 countries working to help 
people of all ages to make measurable 
progress in their lives through education.

They put the learner at the centre of 
everything they do, because wherever 
learning flourishes, so do people. 
Pearson are the chosen validation for our 
Higher National Certificate and Higher 
National Diploma qualifications.

our partners
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In 2017 York College was awarded a 
Silver quality standard by The Teaching 
Excellence Framework (TEF), which 
means the College is amongst the 
highest rated in the region for Higher 
Education provision.
The panel’s award of a Silver quality 
standard reflected evidence of: 

• Students often achieve excellent 
  outcomes 

• Very high proportions of students 
   continue with their studies 

• Strategic engagement with employers 
  who actively contribute to curriculum 
  development and vocational courses 
  that demonstrably enhance student’s 
  employability 

• Appropriate contact hours and 
   personalised learning that provide high 
   levels of engagement and 
   commitment to learning and study 
   from students 

• An institutional approach to developing 
  physical and digital resources, which 
  are highly valued by students to aid and 
  enhance learning and develop study 
  and research skills

Teaching Excellence Framework (TEF)

Following our QAA review in April 
2014, York College was praised for the 
quality of learning opportunities and, 
in this area, the College was regarded 
as exceeding UK expectations. The 
reviewers also noted that our academic 
standards, enhancement of our student 
learning opportunities and quality 
of information about our learning 
opportunities all met UK expectations. 
The Higher Education review identified 
a number of examples of good practice 
including:

• The variety of ways the College enables 
  students to develop their professional 
  potential

• Our effective use of professional 
  learning communities

• The comprehensive support for tutors 
   and students in creating and 
   maintaining effective relationships with 
   a wide range of employers

”The report clearly reflects the high 
quality support and enhancement that 
the College provides for our higher 
education students as they progress 
into future learning or employment. It is 
wonderful to have such a glowing report 
from QAA together with an ‘Outstanding’ 
grade from our Ofsted inspection.” 
Assistant Principal for Higher Education, 
International, Adult & Development, York 
College

Quality Assurance Agency (QAA)
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statements 
and disclaimer

YORK COLLEGE 
EQUALITY AND 
DIVERSITY STATEMENT
York College is committed to equality 
of opportunity. The aim is to create an 
environment in which people treat each 
other with mutual respect, regardless of: age, 
disability, family responsibility, marital status, 
race, colour, ethnicity, nationality, religion or 
belief, gender, gender identity, transgender, 
sexual orientation, trade union activity or 
unrelated criminal convictions.

YORK COLLEGE 
DISABILITY STATEMENT
The College is committed to equality for all and 
widening participation for disabled students, 
ensuring that all students have access to a high 
quality learning experience.

To help us achieve this please make sure that 
you let us know what you need so we can make 
reasonable adjustments to help you succeed. 
If you have any queries regarding learning 
support at York College please email:  
jlister@yorkcollege.ac.uk.

OFFICE FOR STUDENTS 
For students to be eligible for funding from 
Student Finance England, they must be 
studying on an eligible course at a provider 
registered with the Office for Students (OfS).
The OfS is the new independent regulator for 
higher education in England and all higher 
education providers need to register with the 
OfS for their students to be eligible for student 

support in the 2019/20 academic year. The OfS 
will start publishing providers on its Register 
from July 2018. We have made an application 
to register and expect a decision by [July/
September] 2018. No provider will be able to 
confirm whether student support is available 
until it has a decision from the OfS. Visit www.
officeforstudents.org.uk for more information.

DISCLAIMER
Every care has been taken to ensure the 
accuracy of the information provided in this 
prospectus. However, York College cannot 
accept any responsibility for the consequences 
of any error or omissions in its content. This 
prospectus is for the general guidance entering 
York College in September 2019 and does 
not form part of any contract. Our terms and 
conditions, which are binding on all students, 
can be found on our website, www.yorkcollege.
ac.uk/HEtermsandconditions.

We hope to provide the programmes, 
opportunities and facilities described but 
for the most up-to-date information please 
visit our website www.yorkcollege.ac.uk. 
If, in the opinion of the College authorities, 
circumstances necessitating a change in the 
course provision occur, an advertised course 
may be changed or the content of any course 
may be modified.

All career progression routes are for illustrative 
purposes only to give an indication of the 
possible career paths a student could take.

This prospectus is for students applying to join 
us in September 2019 and was correct at the 
time of going to press – May 2018.
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See you in  
september.
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